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It has ever been through great tribulation that the servants 
of the Lord have been brought to a sense of their own nothing- 
ness and vileness, and of the all-sufficiency of Christ to deliver 
them from the power of temptation, and make them instrumen- 
tal in helping others to overcome their soul's enemy; for 
"man's extremity is God's opportunity," for the manifestation 
of his almighty power in delivering those whose trust is in him, 
from their captivity, through the intercession of the Holy 
Spirit ; which, in seasons of temptation and trial, maketh inter- 
cession for us in unutterable groanings, as we are engaged to 
look unto God for help and deliverance ; even as the holy patri- 
arch, when he prevailed with Him, through continual wrestling, 
whereby he obtained his blessing — although he was once led to 
complain, through fear, that all his trials were against him, not 
perceiving their merciful end — and for his faithfulness a name 
was given him, which has been continued to the faithful through- 
out all succeeding generations, even the Israel of God. 

There are many living witnesses to the truth of the testi- 
mony, that He, in whom we profess to believe, has " never said 
to the wrestling seed of Jacob, seek ye my face in vain;" and 
that " the fervent effectual prayer of the righteous availeth 
much." In the exercise of the gift of supplication was the 
secret of the strength and success of the early reformers, who, 
after having secured, through this, the blessing of repentance 
and forgiveness of sins, were engaged, according to their call- 



ing, either by word, or by example alone, to preach the Gospel 
unto others, through the aid of the same blessed and holy 
Spirit which had wrought such mighty wonders in and for them. 
Having passed through the fiery ordeal of separation from their 
sins, they were prepared to feel and pray for those who had 
not yet been brought to a sense of their need of regeneration ; 
and to labor for their awakening from the sleep of death, with 
all the earnestness and zeal of that Christian charity^' which 
is the life of all true religion, the bond of perfectness and 
peace, by which we are to know of a unity with Christ, and 
one with another in him, who is the end of the law to all that 
believe on and follow him, to the denial of self; which, in him, 
was made of no reputation. 

Being exercised by a godly zeal, their desires and labors 
were not bounded by any party lines, but their heart's desire 
and prayer for all was, that they might be saved ; not limiting 
the power or mercy of God ; knowing that all souls were alike 
precious in the sight of Him who has provided the means of 
salvation for all, without distinction of nation, kindred, tongue, 
or people. Wherefore the burden of their prayers and labors 
was, that all might be brought to accept the terms upon which 
this is ofiFcred to every soul ; even the surrender of their hearts 
unto God, that he might work in them, both to will and to do 
of his own good pleasure, through the Spirit of his dear Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, and by whom, in 
these last days, he hath spoken, and is speaking unto us in the 
language of the Gospel, saying : " llcpent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand." These are the glad tidings which all 
his true ministers are anointed to preach, even '' repentance 
and the forgiveness of sins." 

It was because of this anointing that the prophet was led to 
declare that the Spirit of the Lord God was upon him ; ^' be- 
cause," said he, '^ he hath anointed me to preach glad tidings 
unto the meek ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound, to comfort all that mourn," &c. 

This is the office of Christ and all his true servants and 
ministers ; for the^Gospcl u a message of love and mtrcy to the 



souls' of men, and the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth. It is a dispensation of love from him who 
is love, and with whom " there is forgiveness, that ho may be 
feared." It is opposed to, and designed to overcome the cruel 
power of enmity, by which our hearts are separated from unity 
with Christ, and one with another ; until, through the wonderful 
working of its almighty power, we are enabled to say to the 
enemy of our souls, " Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou 
savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be of 
men." Then it is that we can know of that union and com- 
munion of spirit which unites the followers of Christ unto the 
one body, of which He is the holy head. 

The same evil spirit which tempted Christ to believe he was 
not called to suffer for the good of mankind, is leading us to 
shrink from suffering with his suffering body, and to seek de- 
liverance from it by the devices of our own wisdom, through 
which we are led into confusion ; for, " where envy and strife 
are, there is confusion and every evil work." As Christ gave 
his life for the Church, so are we called to lay down our lives 
for the brethren, that we may be made one in him, as he is one 
with the Father ; for he is not divided, and his Church is one 
body, united in the one head, from which it receiveth all its 
wisdom and direction, consolation and strength, by which we 
are enabled to do or to suffer, according to the will of God ; by 
whose election, through the measure of grace given unto every 
man, we are appointed to fill up our measure of the sufferings 
which he hath left behind, to be endured by his living and 
spiritual body, for its purification and perfection ; even as he 
was made perfect through sufferings, who is the head of the 
Church, and Captain of our salvation. 

Our perfect and holy Example, when personally on earth, 
commanded his disciple, who sought to avenge the wrong which 
was done unto him, to suffer it, and put up his sword into its 
sheath ; for he came not to judge and condemn the world, but 
to save it, leaving all judgment to him who hath declared, 
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay." His was a mission of 
love, and not of vengeance ; of persuasion and entreaty, and 
not of violence and force ; wherefore he endured the contra- 
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diction of his enemies, and when he was reviled, reviled not 
again, and returned not railing for railing, according to the 
practice of those who were led and governed by the spirit of 
the world, the wisdom from beneath, which retumeth evil for 
evil ; contrary to the teachings of the Spirit of love, by which 
we are led to overcome evil with good ; if our enemy hunger, to 
feed him, if he thirst, to give him drink, or if he be naked, to 
clothe him ; dealing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly 
with our God, according to the example of those, who, through 
faith in him, have been enabled to triumph over all the powers 
of darkness, and to set their seal to the testimony of Truth, 
which is against all unrighteousness. 

According to the testimony of Holy Writ, even heresies — 
which may exist in practice, as well as doctrine, denying the 
light, by walking in darkness ; indulging and encouraging the 
spirit of insubordination ; despising and setting at nought the 
brethren, because of apprehended commonness or uncleanncss, 
even as the Jews of old, who had no dealings with the Sama- 
ritans — are for the manifestation of them that are approved, who 
will neither adopt or connive at them, or strive unlawfully 
against them ; but, while they unite not therewith, are careful 
to watch against the suggestions of the evil one, who fain would 
have us rebel against the Divine law of love and good-will, by 
the use of violent means in opposing them and their advocates ; 
and thus fight against God, who hath permitted the evil for the 
trial of our faith and patience, for the proving of our fidelity 
to him, and as a test of our unity with Christ, the meek and 
lowly Redeemer, who bore the contradiction, and even reviling 
of sinners, without retaliation or murmuring ; continuing his 
labors for their recovery and salvation, as a good shepherd who 
careth for his sheep, and not as an hireling, forsaking them in 
the hour of temptation and danger. 

Blessed are they who continue with him in his temptations, 
and are not offended in him, because of the trials through which 
they are called to pass, as members of his suffering body ; ac- 
cording to the will of him who hath ordained that the way to 
the crown shall be through great tribulation, and wrestling of 
spirit against the powers of darkness^ which seek to obstruct 



the path of the righteous, whose eye is kept single to the direc- 
tion and honor of truth as it is in Jesus, who came not to do 
his own will, but the will of him that sent him, in mercy to 
the souls of men, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
through the Son and power of his love ; through the Gospel 
of life and salvation, of which he was, and is, the substance and 
minister. 

Those who are preferring Jerusalem to their chief joy, and 
the welfare of Zion to any personal or party consideration, will 
choose to suffer affliction with the people of God, rather than 
to enjoy the pleasure of sin for a season, by rebelling against 
his righteous law, in shrinking from long-suffering, patience, 
and forbearance, for his cause and testimony's sake ; not willing 
to stand in the gap until the breaches of the enemy of unity 
and faith, righteousness and peace, are made up, by him who 
is the healer of them, and the restorer of paths to dwell and 
walk in ; and who is as able and willing now as ever, to heal all 
our backslidings, forgive all our iniquities, and restore us to 
favor with God, through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, 
as there is a willingness on our part to deny selfy take up our 
cross, and follow him through the wilderness of temptation and 
suffering, to the crown of glory and peace. 

Insubordination to the powers that be, to the ordinances of 
men for Christ's sake, is an evidence of rebellion against God, 
who hath ordained our subjection one to another, for the sake 
of the Gospel, that there should be no jarring, contention, or 
schism in the body of Christ. The place of the Lord's ser- 
vants is one of tremhling^ which cannot be forsaken without 
offending Him, and hurting our own souls ; and the disorganiz- 
ing and peace-breaking effect of insubordination is too appa- 
rent to require description ; by which it is abundantly manifest, 
that it is better to suffer wrong than to do wrong, and not to do 
evil that good may come of it, but rather to seek to overcome 
evil by a patient continuance in well-doing, putting to shame 
the unwise who seek to avenge themselves, and thus fall into 
the error of Cain and Balaam, and the gainsaying of Core ; 
piercing themselves through with many sorrows. "When 
Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel, but 
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when he offended in Baal, he died." And how many have fallen 
from the high estate of meekness and humility, through pre- 
sumption ; putting forth the hand unbidden to uphold the ark 
of the testimony ; assuming to themselves the prerogative of 
God, in seeking to avenge themselves, and punish the enemies 
of Truth. 

The observance of the apostolic injunction, to judge nothing 
before the time when he shall come, who will manifest the end 
of all our sufferings, as we patiently abide in him, through 
evil as well as good report, is incumbent upon every servant of 
God, who " must not strive, but be gentle to all men, seeking to 
recover those who oppose themselves, pulling them out of the 
fire, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh,'* for flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven ; the fleshly 
armor of Saul shall never be able to gain us the victory over 
the army of the Philistines, those enemies of the peace of Zion 
and the welfare of Jerusalem, against which wo are called to 
fight with the Gospel weapon of love, which is mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin and Satan ; 
to the breaking down of the walls of partition, raised thereby 
between us and Him, which are separating us one from another, 
by destroying the love and sympathy, which, through Christ, is 
our bond of union with him, and one with another. 

It becomes all who profess a friendship for the Truth, to re- 
member the mercies of David, who, when Saul was in his power, 
tenderly spared him, saying, " The Lord judge between me and 
thee, but mine hand shall not be upon thee. As saith the pro- 
verb of the ancients, wickedness proceedeth from the wickc<l, 
but mine hand shall not be upon thee." By the kindness of 
David, Saul was overcome and wept, and when David had made 
an end of speaking, Saul lifted up his voice and saith, " Thou 
art more righteous than I ; for thou hast rewarded mo good, 
whereas I have rewarded theo evil." 

This is a memorable instance of the faith which works by 
love, to the purifying of the heart from all malice, and every 
desire to avenge ourselves in the spirit of retaliation ; enabling 
U8 to trust in the Lord for our deliverance from evil, casting 
our burden upon him ; and to co-operate with him in the work 



of reformation, which must be begun and carried on by the 
operation of his love and grace in and through us, if we are 
ever the subjects and instruments of the work which is now 
going forward in the earth, according to the declaration; 
" When the judgments of the Lord are abroad in the earth, 
then shall the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.*' 

In respect to the suffering through which Luther had to 
pass, in order to fit him for the work assigned him, he says : 
" No one could comfort me under those fearful temptations I 
had to bear, which consumed my body, and often made me to 
doubt whether I had any [mind] remaining. Those to whom I 
complained knew nothing of such temptations; and I often 
cried : ' Is it I alone then who have to bear this affliction V '* 
It was thus that he was brought to a sense of his impotency, 
and that all his own righteousness would avail nothing. " As 
the rain drops fall upon the land,** said he, " so falls the word 
upon the hearts of men, and as the rain falls independent of 
the work of our hands, so descends the mercy of Christ, inde- 
pendent of our merits. We cannot be saved through our own 
righteousness. Those who walk securely become the prey of 
the vultures ; they will not hear the voice of Christ, which 
crieth to them that their own righteousness is sin." 

It was under convictions like these, wrought through great 
suffering, that he was prepared to go forth in the service of his 
Divine Master, recommending submission to the powers that 
be, saying : " No one is to resist them, except he who has ap- 
pointed them; otherwise it is rebellion against God.** 'He 
pointed to " the Divine command of love, as a barrier for the 
protection of the weaker or more peaceable brethren, who still 
clung to the traditional form;** "for,** said he, " faith without 
love is not faith, but only the appearance of faith.** He re- 
commended " entire liberty of conscience and the maintenance 
of good order.** But some who entertained the same views 
with himself, were for promoting them by violence; "but,** 
said he, " we must not be astonished nor frightened if dissen- 
sions arise amongst us, but pray to God that he may be with 
us and keep us in the right path. Christ must not only have 
Caiaphas among his enemies, but also Judas among his friends." 
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It is testified of him, that he ^^ abhorred the stormy and 
yiolent passions, and the want of true liberality and humanity 
which accompanied the feverish and intrinsically meaningless 
revolutionary movement" referred to; and that " a diiSsension of 
this kind will take place at all times, and everywhere, when true 
liberality and deep religious feeling, connect themselves with 
heartless and spiritually crude radicalism, in opposition to a 
common enemy. The temporary connection is unavoidably and 
speedily changed for keen opposition ; the more keen and in- 
tense, the nearer the opinions of the parties previously stood to 
each other, as was the case between Luther and his fellow-pro- 
fessor." 

" Let every one," says Luther, " look only for the straight path ; 
that is enough for us to learn for all time." And in speaking of 
an observance of his friend, above referred to, he says : ^' Fame 
and honor might be gained by it, but conscience will not be the 
better for it, nor do such false spirits care for this. Therefore 
must we have something higher to liberate and comfort con- 
science ; and this is the Holy Ghost, which cannot be obtained 
by any outward work, but solely through faith and the Gos- 
pel." 

It is said of Luther, that ^^ he recognized in the movement 
of his friend, in spite of the apparently peaceable theory of 
this ambitious, narrow-minded, short-sighted man, the distinc- 
tive revolutionary element, which threatened to evoke a depar- 
ture both in faith and morals, in doctrine and life." And, 
said he, ^^ I do not want to impede the preaching of the word, 
but put a stop to the mischievous doings of impious enthusiasts, 
aad [rebellious associations.]" 

It was the counsel of an eminent man, that in endeavoring to 
obtain and strengthen religious unity, men should ^' beware that 
they do not dissolve and deface the laws of charity and human 
society; do not seek to propagate religion by sanguinary perse- 
cutions to force conscience ; much less to nourish factions, and 
authorize insubordination and rebellion. It was great blas- 
phemy," he continues, ^^ when the devil said, ^ I will ascend and 
be like the Highest ;' but it is greater blasphemy to personate 
God and bring him in, saying, ^ I will descend and be like the 
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prince of darkness ;' and what is it better to make the cause 
of religion to descend to the cruel and execrable practices of 
defamation and persecution? Surely in councils concerning 
religion, that counsel of the apostle should be prefixed, ^ The 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God ;' and it 
was a notable observation of a wise father, that those which 
held and persuaded pressure of consciences, were commonly 
interested therein for their own ends. 

" Many persons, indeed, perhaps most, are tolerant or in- 
tolerant," says our clear-sighted observer, " according to their re- 
spective tempers, and not according to their principles. But 
as far as principles are concerned, certain latitudinarian is the 
most likely to be intolerant, and the sineerelt/ conscientious 
tolerant. A man who is careless about his religious sincerity, 
may clearly see and appreciate the political convenience of re- 
ligious uniformity, and if he has no religious scruples of his 
own, he will not be the more likely to be tender of the religious 
scruples of others ; if he is ready to profess what he does not 
believe, he will see no reason why others should not do the 
same ; and, in order to effect a personal or party end, men very 
often raise up some troublesome persons into importance, and 
afterwards try in vain to get rid of them. So also they give 
encouragement to some dangerous principle or practice, in order 
to serve a present purpose, and then find it turned against them- 
selves." 

It is related of a Bomish priest who gave or sold a license to 
rob, that he was the first to become the victim of the wrong 
which he had allowed to be practised upon others; for no 
sooner did the subject of his indulgence meet him, than he 
practbed it upon him ; and when reproved for hb wickedness, 
pleaded his license in justification of the act. So when we 
allow or countenance the defamation of others, or the robbing 
them of their reputation, we may sooner or later have to plead 
for mercy ourselves, being brought to suffer from the indulgence 
which we had allowed to be practised towards others. 

"Persecution," says our author above referred to, "is as often 
manifested by the exercise of an undue liberty in reproaching 
the characters of those with whom we chance to differ, as in 
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imprisoning and torturing the body." " And," says another, 
" if we are not tender of the feelings and reputation of others, 
our own faults may be brought to our remembrance in a very un- 
acceptable manner;" answerable to the experience of many who 
have been deceived by our common enemy into the belief that 
they were doing God service, in bringing reproach upon those 
who difiFered from them, either in faith or practice, instead of 
committing all judgment unto him who judgeth righteously, 
preferring mercy to sacrifice. 

Is it not an evidence of our want of faith in the power of the 
Gospel, when we are led into a resort to carnal weapons in the 
defence of Truth, trusting in the goodness of the cause to war- 
rant the use of wrong means in the endeavor to advance it ; 
turning from the purity, gentleness, and impartiality of true 
wisdom, to the mixture, implacability, and narrowness of the 
wisdom from beneath, in which patience is denied its perfect 
work ; to the hardening of our hearts against the reproofs of 
instruction, through the chastening of him who afiiicteth us for 
our good, even for our humiliation and purification ? Are we 
not ofiended in Christ when we are led to rebel against the dis- 
pensations of Divine wisdom ; seeking to deliver ourselves from 
sufiering, by our own means, and in our own time and way ; 
murmuring at those things which are permitted in order for our 
correction, and to manifest unto us our weakness and vilcncss, 
that we may be made willing to wait upon the Lord for a renewal 
of strength, and led to apply unto him for wisdom to direct us 
in the paths of purity and peace ? 

Every careful and attentive observer must needs be con- 
vinced by his own experience, of the truth of the testimony, 
tliat '' there is a way that seemcth right to a man, the end 
whereof are the ways of death ;" and happy will it be for those 
who have " erred in spirit," if they ^' shall come to understand- 
ing ;" and if '' they that have murmured shall learn doctrine ;" 
which can only be attained through obedience to him who is 
^' the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, and giveth, to as many as receive him, power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name, which 
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are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God." 

If we know of this heavenly birth being wrought in us, 
through the Spirit of judgment and burning — ^being baptized 
with fire and the Holy Ghost, receiving with meekness the 
engrafted word, being humbled by the operation thereof in our 
hearts, to the casting down of all high thoughts and lofty ima- 
ginations, which exalt themselves above the pure and unflatter- 
ing witness for God and his truth, as it is in Jesus our meek 
and lowly Redeemer — there will be no desire after the reputa- 
tion of self, or that the will thereof may be done at the sacri- 
fice of " the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ;*' but the , 
aspiration of our hearts will be, " Not my will but thine be 
done," however adverse the dispensations thereof, may, for the 
present, appear to be. 

If we are permitted to reign with him who was made perfect 
through suffering, and thereby overcame the world, we must be 
made willing to suffer with him, enduring the cross and de- 
spising the shame of our humiliation, whereby we are brought 
into the childlike state of humble obedience and dependence, 
in which alone we can know of the ministration of an entrance 
into the kingdom of righteousness and peace ; of being " be- 
gotten unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for tholse who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation;" 
wherein those who have in any measure been partakers of it, 
are called to rejoice, " though for a season we are in heaviness, 
through manifold temptations, that the trial of our faith may 
be found unto praise, honor, and glory." 

Seeing that the trial of our faith is more precious than gold 
that perisheth, let us seek to gird up the loins of our mind, and 
be sober ; hoping to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the revelation of Jesus Christ, who is the resurrec- 
tion from the dead, and the life of all who are renewed — after 
the image of him who created us for the purpose of his own 
glory — through the refining process of regeneration, by the 
power of the living and ever-abiding word, which is a swift wit- 
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ness against all unrighteousness, whereby men become the ser- 
vants of their own lusts ; seeking a fleshly crown and dominion, 
to the sacrifice of the honor and peace of Truth ; incurring the 
displeasure of him who ^^ will not give his glory to another, 
nor hb praise to graven images." Let us not, through im- 
patience and the taking of offence, because of suffering, become 
as stumbling-blocks to others, who fain would be brought to a 
knowledge of the truth, as it is in him whom we profess to 
follow ; lest, while we are baulking our testimonies, by incon- 
sistency in practice, such as these be turned out of the right 
path, into the by-ways of error. 

If we are opposed to the reign and dominion of Christ, seek- 
ing to triumph by an arm 6f flesh, provoking and courting per- 
secution, and exulting in apprehended advantage, because of 
the errors of those who are misled in their views or practice, 
have we less cause for humiliation and sorrow than they ? If 
we deny the power of the Gospel, by seeking in our own wills 
to defend and promulgate its doctrine, and advance ourselves 
to those positions which are not designed for us, do we not 
separate ourselves from the Truth, and join hands with the 
world in self-exaltation ; assuming to ourselves the prerogative 
of him who is head over all things to his Ghutch, upon whose 
shoulders the government is forever to rest? Is not the spirit 
of rebellion and insubordination, that which has ever divided 
the Church, and laid waste the truth of its profession ? And is 
not this the spirit of antichrist, which we are foretold should 
come, leading men to despise dominion, and speak evil of dig- 
nities ; while ^^ the archangel, when contending with the devil, 
durst not bring railing accusation against him ; but said, The 
Lord rebuke thee ;" thus leaving all judgment with him to 
whom it belongs ? 

And the apostle testified of those who were led by this evil 
spirit, that ^^ they speak evil of those things which they know 
not, and that these were spots in their feasts of charity ; clouds 
without water ; trees whose fruit withereth ; raging waves of 
the sea, foaming out their own shame. These are murmurcrs, 
complainers, whose mouth spcaketh great swelling words, hav- 
ing men's persons in admiration, because of advantage." And 
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he reminded his brethren, how that they had been told that 
there should be mockers, having not the Spirit, who should 
separate themselves. Wherefore, beloved brethren, let us be 
warned by these things, lest we be misled by this wicked and 
deceiving spirit, which is still going about, not only as a roar- 
ing lion, but as a subtle twining serpent, seeking to deceive 
where it cannot terrify and alarm ; endeavoring to drive or 
entice us away from the foundations of the Prophets and 
Apostles, who all ate of the same spiritual meat, and drank of 
the same spiritual drink ; of that rock which is the foundation 
of our hope; and this rock is Christ, the chief comer and foun- 
dation stone, which has ever been rejected by the worldly-wise 
builders, who prefer the wood, hay, and stubble of creaturely 
knowledge and wisdom, to the uncreated and saving power of 
Truth. 

Let us take heed, lest, whilst we are professing to be the 
friends of truth, we become its enemies, by turning our backs 
upon the reproofs of instruction, and hardening our hearts 
against the visitations of divine love, whereby we are taught 
that it is better to suffer wrong than to do wrong ; that we 
should overcome evil with good. 

The law of love is the law of the Gospel, which is the power 
of Ood unto salvation, and no weapon formed against this shall 
ever be made to prosper. God so loved the world that he sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that whosoever believed 
on him should not perish but have everlasting life ; and it is 
because of this love that we are not consumed ; for all, without 
exception, have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Of 
what therefore have we to boast ? What reason have we to be 
humble and charitable, seeing it is of his mercy that any of us 
are permitted to stand, being upheld by the word of his power, 
through which we receive strength to journey forward in the 
way cast up for us to walk in. By the grace of God we are 
what we are, even though we may be exalted as it were to the 
third heaven, or permitted to ride upon the king's horse in 
triumph over our enemies, to the glory of our Almighty Deli- 
verer. 

It is the will of our God that our faith should be tried by 
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temptations and trials, among which are the evils that are in 
the Church, which must be patiently borne, until they can be 
overcome by the power of kindness and love, the only availing 
weapons in the warfare of the Lamb, who, with his followers, 
shall have the victory ; for the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong. He will have a tried and proved people 
to serve him, wherefore it behooves us to seek to endure temp- 
tation, till the time of deliverance shall come ; when, through 
a patient abiding with Christ in his temptations, we shall know 
of being permitted to reign with him in triumph over the world, 
witnessing the resurrection of his life in our souls, whereby we 
shall be enabled to testify, with the apostle, of a daily death 
unto self, and that Christ liveth in us. '^ I die daily," saith he, 
** nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ that liveth in me ;*' 
unto which experience he had been brought through great suf- 
fering. 

If we will reign with Christ, we must be willing to suffer also 
with him ; if we will be made partakers of his resurrection, we 
must know of going down with him into the baptism of his death ; 
of being made partakers of his sufferings, which he endured 
for our sakes, that we through him might inherit eternal life. 
As he suffered the persecution and reproach of his enemies, for 
their and our sakes, so are we called to suffer these for the sake 
of his body ; patiently and willingly enduring them for his 
cause and testimony's sake, that God, through us may be glori- 
fied ; that others beholding our good works may be led to glorify 
our Father in heaven. 

The whole genius of the Gospel is that of persuasion and 
love, and every resort to violence and force in its name, tends 
to frustrate its end, and drive seekers after truth into the by- 
ways of error. Wherefore we are exhorted to walk in wis- 
dom towards them that are without, lest the lame be turned 
out of the way, and not healed. All rough speeches, uncourte- 
ous behavior, and chilling slights, are but fruits of the forbid- 
den tree, whose taste is death, and a savor of death unto 
death. If, therefore, we would be clear of the blood of our 
brethren, let us follow after those things which make for peace ; 
brotherly kindness, Christian courtesy, hospitality, long-suffer- 
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ing, and forbearance, seeking in the spirit of meekness, to win 
unto Christ, those who are straying from his fold, leaving the 
seat of the scornful, and forsaking the way of sinners ; for 
" surely the Lord scorneth the scorners, but giveth grace to the 
lowly." 

It is the duty atid endeavor of all the true followers of Christ 
to imitate his example in all things, in suffering, as well as in 
doing ; for thus it becometh us, committing our souls unto God 
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator, trusting in him, that 
he will give us the desire of our heart, and delighting our- 
selves also in him, that he may bring it to pass. It is testified 
of our holy Redeemer, that it was his meat and his drink to do 
the will of him that sent him, wherefore he suffered patiently 
all the dispensations through which he was called to pass for 
the good of the Church, that he might redeem it from all cor- 
ruption, and finally present it faultless before the throne of 
his Father and the holy angels. It is written of him, that he 
was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and that as a sheep is dumb 
before his shearer, so he opened not his mouth, but suffered 
cheerfully, and willingly, the cruelty of his enemies. 

And it is declared, that they who live godly lives in Christ 
Jesus, must suffer persecution, wherefore they can never become 
the persecutors of their brethren or enemies. The ground of 
all persecution is in the spirit of enmity and self-righteousness, 
wherein Satan works, as an angel of light, to the deceiving of 
many, who, through his subtle workings, appear as wolves in 
sheep's clothing, to the stirring up of strifes, and the scatter- 
ing from Christ, the true Shepherd of the sheep. As it is 
written that " hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covereth all 
sins," and that " only by pride cometh contention, but with 
the well advised is wisdom," it seems to concern us, closely to 
examine ourselves, in order to see what is the prevailing dispo- 
sition of our hearts ; for the tree is to be judged by its fruits, 
and grapes do not come of thorns, or figs of thistles ; but the 
tree must be good, else the fruit will be evil. 

Said our blessed Redeemer, to his disciples, " He that hateth 

you, hateth me, and he that loveth not me, loveth not him that 

sent me. He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 

2 
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hoio can he lovo God whom he hath not seen ?" Such, said 
he, abideth in darkness, and the love of Ood is not in him ; but 
he that loveth his brother, abideth in the light, and there is 
none occasion of stumbling in him. This is the doctrine of the 
Gospel, and if any other doctrine than this is preached, we 
may conclude it is the doctrine of men. 

It was through the tribulations of the Gospel that the holy 
apostle, as well as all who have availingly succeeded him in 
the work of reformation, was brought into that wrestling state 
of mind, through which he was enabled to prevail with God, in 
a wonderful manner, to the securing of his aid, in the exercise 
of the gift bestowed upon him for the edification of the Church 
in love, and the gathering of wanderers to the fold of Christ, 
the true Shepherd and Bishop of souls, who protecteth his flock 
against the assaults of the enemy, so far as to enable them 
finally to triumph over all the powers of darkness, being deli- 
vered from the power of accusation, by which many, for want 
of fiiith in him, have fallen a prey to despondency, and finally 
to despair. 

The mission of Christ and his apostles, as well as of all the 
true servants of the Lord, was, and is, to perform the Divine will 
in dealing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with their 
God ; feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the widow 
and the fatherless in their afflictions, and keeping themselves 
unspotted from the world, uncontaminated by its doctrines and 
practices, which are opposed to that charity which forbids all 
backbiting, or evil speaking one of another ; all terms of reproach, 
and every departure from the golden rule, to " do unto others as 
we would that they should do unto us ;'* handing forth the bread 
of life to the hungering soul, covering the nakedness of those 
who through weakness may have erred from the right way, 
and visiting and consoling those who may have been stripped, 
cither of outward or inward comfort, remembering that "love 
covcrcth all sins," and is full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Religion without charity, like faith without works, is dead ; 
brin;:in^ forth no good fruit, but rather promoting evil, through 
the want of Christian sympathy, by which the household of 
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faith should be bound together, and fortified against the as- 
saults of the spirit of faction, which fain would scatter and 
divide the flock of Christ into parties, arraying themselves one 
against another in the feeling of personal hostility, to the re- 
proach of Truth, and the strengthening of scorners and gain- 
sayers in their wickedness ; who, beholding the animosities and 
ungodly jealousies and contentions of those professing the 
peaceable religion of Christ, are confirmed in their owu ways, 
and led to exult in their equality with those who claim the di- 
rection and protection of Truth. Wherefore we are bound by' 
every consideration of duty, as well as interest, to exercise 
mutual condescension and love, conceding to all the rights and 
privileges which we claim for ourselves, without the«exercise of 
lordship, or striving after dominion or victory ; for, it is declared 
that " the triumph of the sinner is short,'* as God is against all 
sin and unrighteousness of men ; and, that '^ though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." 

The seasoning and uniting influence of Divine love can only 
be known to prevail in the Church, through the individual ex- 
ercise of fervent supplication and charity, whereby the bless- 
ing of heaven is secured to the body, to the strengthening of 
the hands of those who are called to private or public service 
therein, to the edification of it in love. The secret and silent 
travail of spirit to which the servants and followers of Christ 
are called, is the only means whereby the heavenly birth can 
be experienced, in which we are enabled to realize that unto 
us the child is born, whose " name is called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, mighty God, the everlasting Father, and the Prince of 
Peace, upon whose shoulders the government of the Church is 
forever to rest ; and of the increase of which, and of his domi- 
nion, there never shall be an end;" for this new and heavenly 
birth is attained only through great and long suffering. 

There can be no availing exercise of the gift of Gospel mi- 
nistry, where there is not known a prayerfulness of spirit, be- 
gotten through faith in him who is the minister of ministers. 
Prayerfulness in hearers, as well as in ministers, is indispensa- 
ble to the growth and availing exercise of the gift of ministry, for 
it is ordained that we shall obtain our bread by our own labors, 
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whether it come to us instrumentally or immediately, as it is 
written, " he that will not work shall not eat." We cannot 
live entirely on the labors of others, nor be benefited thereby, 
in a spiritual sense, except our sympathies are with them. The 
word preached will not profit, except it be mixed with faith in 
the hearers. Wherefore it behooves us to be earnest in our 
desire for the strengthening of our faith in the living and life- 
giving power of the Gospel, whereby our hearts are nourished 
with heavenly food, and ability is obtained to uphold the hands 
of exercised souls. 

A* decline of life in the hearers, will be attended with a de- 
cline of power in ministers, who require the sympathy and 
prayers of those to whom they are to minister, in order for the 
strengthening of their hands to labor in the work assigned 
them. Of this the holy apostle was made sensible, when he 
desired the prayers of the brethren for himself and his co- 
laborers, saying, " Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free course, and be glorified, and that we may 
be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men ; for all men 
have not faith." He exhorted also that first of all supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made /or 
all men, that they might lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all 
godliness and honesty; " for this," said he, "is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth." 

If we will have a living ministry raised up and preserved 
amongst us, let us seek to become a more exercised people, 
wrestling for the blessing; for such it indisputably is, and 
should be sought and cherished by all the means in our power, 
or within our reach ; and yet, we should not depend too much 
upon instrumental means, for God is able to carry on his work 
in our hearts without the intervention of these, which, for our 
comfort and confirmation, he is pleased at times and seasons to 
make use of, lest we should faint by the way in which we are 
called to walk ; and the employment of them is a favor, for 
which we should return thanks. 

The preaching of the Gospel is a responsible office, and it 
behooves the ministers of it to seek to be exercised by the same 
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tenderness of spirit which was found in the apostles, on whose 
behalf, as one of them, Paul testified to the brethren, that they 
were gentle among them, even as a nurse cherisheth her chil- 
dren, and exhorted, and comforted, and charged them, as a 
father doth his children, reminding them, that being affection- 
ately desirous of them, they were willing to have imparted unto 
them, not the Gospel of God only, but also their own souls, 
because they were dear unto them. 

This is the kind of dealing, in the Spirit of life and love, which 
should characterize the labors of fathers and mothers in the 
Church, who desire to bring forth the precious fruit of the Gos- 
pel, and cherish its growth in the hearts of the children, who 
need to be fed with tender food, lest their growth be hindered, 
or their health destroyed. Hard and rough treatment is not 
consistent with a Christian profession, or the spirit of the Gos- 
pel, and many have been stumbled by the exercise of it, on the 
part of those who have stood in the places of watchmen, and 
care-takers of the flock, to whom they have looked for the exer- 
cise of meekness, gentleness, and forbearance, according to 
their profession, as the fruit of Gospel affection. 

The elect of God have ever been chosen in the furnace of 
affliction, through the purifying operation of which their hearts 
have been cleansed from self-love and self-confidence, prepared 
to feel for the sufferings of their brethren, qualified to adminis- 
ter comfort to their tribulated souls, and enabled to keep them- 
selves unspotted from the world ; by the spirit of which the 
hearts of its servants are hardened, and disqualified for that 
holy sympathy which is the cement of religious society, by 
which the followers of Christ are united and bound together, 
in the fellowship of the Gospel, wherein all enmity is overcome 
by the power of the seed, which bruiseth the serpent's head, 
enabling them to witness of having passed from death unto 
life, because they love the brethren. 

A want of this holy sympathy is the cause, as well as the 
evidence, of the want of life amongst the professors of the re- 
ligion of Christ, who so loved the world that he sacrificed every 
outward comfort, and finally his own precious life, for the good 
of the whole human family, and is now seated at the right hand 
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of the Father, receiving gifts for men, and for the rebellious alsoj 
that they may be brought to glorify God, through repentance 
and newness of life, having witnessed the washing of regenera- 
tion by the word, which is the power of God, through Jesus 
Christ, our holy mediator and intercessor with him. 

The great end of the Gospel, which is preached in every 
creature, is to lead us to repentance, and this is a chief end 
of the labors of all its true ministers, as well as *to comfort 
the mourners, and bind up the broken-hearted. It is not a dis- 
pensation of wrath, but of love and good-will, designed to pro- 
mote " peace on earth and good-will to men," and to prepare us 
to ascribe " glory to God in the highest," according to the 
Divine purpose for which we were created. " We are not," 
says the apostle, " under the law," (which was a ministration 
of vengeance), " but under grace," by which, through faith, he 
declared, we are to be saved, and not by any works of righte- 
ousness which we have done, lest any man should boast. It is 
the free gift of God to all who believe in him, and Jesus Christ 
whom he hath sent, trusting in his mercy, through the Son of 
his love. 

This is the Gospel in which we profess to believe, wherein all 
the boasting, vaunting, and unseemly behavior of self-righte- 
ousness and self-sufl5ciency, is excluded, by the prevalence of 
meekness, condescension, and love, to the bringing forth of the 
precious fruit of the Spirit, — love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness. Christian courtesy, hospitality, kindness, temper- 
ance, and the like, against which there is no law. This is the 
power of Truth, which leads all its subjects into a oneness of 
spirit, feeling, and purpose, and to speak often one to another in 
the love and fear of God, who hearkeneth and heareth it ; and 
for these a book of remembrance is written before him for them. 
^^ And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels ; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him." 

This is the heavenly record, in which the apostle exhorted 
his brethren to rejoice, saying: "Rejoice not that evil spirits 
ape subject unto you, but rather that your names are written in 
heaven ;" for charity vaunteth not herself, is not puffed up, re- 



23 

joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;" rejoiceth 
not in dominion, but in subjection, glorying in tribulation and 
weakness, through which it is made strong. " When I am weak,'* 
saith the apostle, "then am I strong" (for the strength of 
Christ is made perfect in our weakness) ; thus testifying to the 
power of the cross, by which self in him was slain, and Christ 
raised into dominion, whereby his own nothingness, and the all- 
suflSciency of Truth, was made to appear in its triumph over the 
wisdom of the flesh, by which he was once so powerfully exer- 
cised, in persecuting the Church. 

It was not until his eyes became closed to his own wisdom, 
that he was made to behold and walk in the light of Truth, 
which shone around him, when he heard a voice from heaven, 
saying unto him: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" 
And when he was told who it was that was sufferinff at his 
hands, it is written, " he trembled, and was astonished," and 
queried, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?" And, having 
done as he was commanded, he was made a chosen vessel unto 
the Lord, to bear his name before the Gentiles, but not with 
the promise of freedom from suffering ; "for," saith the Lord, 
" I will show him how great things he must suffer for my 
name's sake ;" which was verified in his experience. But this 
did not deter him from preaching Christ, whom before he had 
persecuted. And it is written, that after his conversion, the 
Church had rest, and were edified ; and walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multi- 
plied. 

This memorable instance of miraculous conversion is re- 
corded for our instruction, and it will be well for us to consider 
how far our own condition of mind, and our own doings, cor- 
respond with those of the apostle before the mighty change was 
wrought in him, whereby he was made to see the vanity of the 
exercise of his own wisdom, thinking he was doing God service 
in persecuting the Church, and believing he was called to do 
many things contrary to Jesus of Nazareth, which we are also 
taught by the same spirit by which he was exercised. 

Persecution has various forms, but in all of them it springs 
from one root, even the spirit of enmity against God, which is 
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manifested by the natural wilfulness, impatience, and haste of 
the creature, leading into an unhallowed zeal, like that of Saul, 
when he resorted to the use of violence and force to purge the 
Church of its offensive members and doings ; blaspheming 
against God by the exercise of his own will, to th^ punishment 
and injury of the brethren, whom, after his conversion to Chris- 
tianity, he sought to gain by persuasion and entreaty, having 
witnessed the terrors of the Lord for sin, and being brought to 
a sense of his own vileness in the Divine sight, and of his need 
of the charity and sympathy of his brethren, in order to open 
the way for availing labor to win them unto Christ, through 
the exercise of forbearance and love, for which end he was made 
all things to all men. 

Those who, through affliction, have been qualified to appre- 
ciate the value of Christian sympathy, in seasons of suffering, 
are bound to cherish the desire for its increase in the Church, 
that there may be no ground for the complaint, in the dark and 
cloudy day, through which all have to pass, that no man careth 
for the suffering soul ; for the apostle exhorted his brethren to 
" comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak, and be patient 
toward all men, putting on the breast-plate of faith and love. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others." 

And he was careful to cherish in himself, and encourage in 
others, the feeling of care one for another, that they might 
" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace." " Do all things," said he, " without mur- 
murings or disputings, that ye may be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation." And he thus commanded Timothcus unto 
the brethren, saying, " I have no man like-minded, who will 
naturally care for your state ; for all seek their own^ not the 
things which are Jesus Christ's. But ye know the proof of 
him, that as a son with the father, he hath served with me in 
the Gospel." 
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And how did he, according to the teachings of the Gospel, 
endeavor to break down all the walls of partition which the 
enemy of their peace had raised amongst them; exhorting them 
to " put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, after 
the image of him that created him, where there is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free, but Christ is all and in all. Put on, there- 
fore,'* said he, "as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suf- 
fering, forbearing one another in love, and forgiving one 
another ; if any mai^i have a quarrel against any, even as Christ 
forgave you^ so also do ye. And above all these thirigs^ put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness ; and let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body ; and be ye thankful.*' 

Again he recommendeth prayer, desiring that it should be 
made for him and his co-laborers in the Gospel, saying, " Con- 
tinue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving: withal 
praying also for us, that God would open a door of utterance, 
to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds ; 
that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.*' What 
abundant testimony have we on record of the necessity of 
prayer and Christian sympathy, which were never more essen- 
tial than now, to the preservation and growth of the Christian 
life. And the necessity of a renewed awakening in the Church 
to the need we have of these, is made apparent, from the want 
of the fruits of the Spirit, which is now conspicuously evident, 
because of which we are led to depart from the righteous law 
which teacheth the love and kind treatment of our enemies, ac- 
cording to the example of Christ, who assumed not the prero- 
gative of God, by seeking to avenge himself, or to punish the 
enemies of Truth, but left all judgment to him, his mission being 
a mission of mercy, unto which all his servants and followers 
are called, bearing in mind the goodness of God to their own 
souls, in granting them repentance and the forgiveness of sins. 

Let it be a comfort to the tribulated and trembling disciples 
of Christ that the Lord is their Lawgiver, Judge, and King, 
who is able to save them from the power of the second death, 
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however much they may have to endure from the unrighteous- 
ness of men, who prefer sitting in the seat of judgment over 
them, to bowing their necks to the yoke of Christ, subjecting 
themselves to the government of his Spirit, which is a swift 
witness against all fleshly usurpation, whereby the rebellious are 
led to deny his authority, setting up their own wills in opposi- 
tion to the coming of his kingdom, for which the righteous are 
led to pray. 

Many are yet left in the world who dare not bow the knee 
to Baal, having their trust in the living God, whom they are 
engaged to worship and to serve, notwithstanding the roarings 
and twinings of the spirit of cruelty and deceit, which is seek- 
ing t& alarm or beguile them, and thus to rob them of their 
crown, to hinder them from cleaving unto God through the 
exercise of righteousness, by which they are enabled to bring 
forth its fruits, to his praise and their own peace. The con- 
tinued evidence of the strivings of the Spirit, and of its power 
in arresting the work of devastation in the Church, through the 
subtle workings of the enemy, in order to scatter the flock from 
the fold of unity, is cause of encouragement and thankfulness ; 
and if we are only made willing, in the day of the Lord's power, 
to co-operate therewith, in the endeavor to remove all the par- 
tition walls which are separating us from him, and one from 
another, there will yet be witnessed a return of those seasons 
of tenderness and brokenness, in which the seed was known to 
triumph and reign in the dominion of life, to the humbling ad- 
miration of the exercised followers of the Lamb of God. 

We have the same Almighty Power to look to, and rely upon, 
that wrought such mighty wonders in the days of old, in deli- 
vering the children of Israel from the hand of their enemies, and 
which hath wrought in and through many of later time, enabling 
them to triumph over all the powers of darkness, and to turn 
many from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. There is no lack of anything, but a willingness and en- 
gagement of heart to let the time past suffice, wherein we have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, redeeming that which is left 
in the service of Truth, according to the profession we are making 
to the world, and before God. Bemove the creaturcly will, and 
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we shall find our way to unity and peace made plain, the cloud 
which has been hanging over us to be lifted up, and that the 
Church will again come forth leaning upon her Beloved, fair 
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners, so that sinners in Zion shall be afraid, and fearfulness 
shall surprise the hypocrites, while joy and gladness shall be 
known in the habitation of the righteous. 

The humiliating dispensations through which we are passing, 
if allowed to deepen us in the wisdom from above, letting 
patience have its perfect work, will enable us to forget the 
things that are behind, in seeking to press forward toward those 
that are before, in the experience which begetteth that hope 
which maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts, whereby we have the witness within our- 
selves that we are his, feeling and knowing our trust and hope 
to be in him alone. In order for the perfect experience of this, 
it is as essential that we should be made to feel what we are 
without him, as well as what we are with him. Wherefore, he 
is pleased to exercise us with seasons of desertion, whereby we 
are led into mourning, and wrestling for the blessing of his 
living presence, and holy consolation and help ; lest we should 
sit down by the way, under a feeling of complacency and un- 
concern, deeming ourselves rich, and lacking nothing ; forget- 
ting, that from the spiritual warfare into which we are called, 
there is no discharge ; while, as members of the Church militant, 
we are on our way to the Church triumphant. 

The rich and the full feel not their need of continual watch- 
fulness unto prayer, nor the whole their need of a physician, 
and, being at ease in their professions, are liable to be sur- 
prised by the enemy ; and, for want of being on their guard 
against his subtle wiles, find themselves ensnared in his net, to 
the loss of their souls' peace. If we allow ourselves to become 
exalted into this false feeling of security, in times of prosperity, 
not seeking through prayer and faithfulness to lay up a good 
foundation against the time to come, how can we expect to be 
able to stand against the assaults of adversity, when the enemy 
is permitted to come in like a flood, threatening to overwhelm 
us ; as is often, at times, the experience of all, so that it would 
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appear, at season, as if the Church of Christ was to be destroyed ? 
But, blessed be God, his ^' foundation standeth sure, having 
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his;'' and no man 
shall be able to pluck them out of his hand, though "Abraham 
may be ignorant of them, and Israel acknowledge them not." 

It is a great favor to be brought into that holy, humble, and 
feeling condition of mind, wherein we are enabled to sympa- 
thize with those that mourn, as well as with those that rejoice; 
and the most effectual means whereby this can be obtained, is, 
through deep and patient suffering, which has ever been the 
experience of the Church of Christ — of that living body of which 
Christ is the head — for it is through this alone that we can be 
redeemed from the world, and brought into the lamblike state 
of humble obedience to the will of God, desiring nothing more 
than that this may be done, both in and through us — knowing 
that it is he that chastens us, whatever or whomsoever may 
be the instrument of our aflliction — patiently submitting thereto, 
even as the apostle who had learned to be content in whatever 
situation he might be placed, lest he be found rebelling against 
God. 

And thus it becomes us to suffer patiently under our trials, 
both from within and without, believing them to be blessings in 
disguise, designed to prevent us from settling down at ease and 
in self-confidence ; for this has ever been the end for which 
they have been permitted, even that the Church might be brought 
to lean upon the Beloved alone, and not upon an arm of flesh ; 
might be brought to cry unto the Lord for help and deliverance 
in the time of weakness and trouble ; for if we seek to deliver 
ourselves from the trials permitted for our proving and purifi- 
cation, we only involve ourselves in greater diflSculties and suf- 
ferings, in confusion and sorrow, until we are led to wonder 
at our separation from Christ, and from his body, or one from 
another, manifested by a want of that holy sympathy and con- 
cern for the body, which ever characterizes the true followers 
and members of Christ, who have a single eye to his direction, 
and the glory of God. 

Such as these do not seek the praise of men more than the 
praise of God, or to serve themselves, or any other creature, by 
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following the devices and dictates of human wisdom, in them- 
selves or others ; but, keeping little and lowly in their own 
estimation, making self of no reputation, that God may be ex- 
alted above all, both in and through them, they adorn the doc- 
trine of God, their Saviour, and promote the hastening of the 
coming and spread of Christ's kingdom in the earth, which 
shall yet be covered with righteousness as the waters cover the 
sea. 

In this state of deep humiliation there is known a deliverance 
from that respect of persons, whereby we are led into partiality 
and hypocrisy, regarding more the honor and direction of men 
than the unerring guidance, and holy countenance, of Truth ; 
which is no uncommon error, even with those who regard them- 
selves its followers and friends. But the doctrine of true 
Christian friendship and faithfulness is plainly set forth by our 
holy Redeemer, when he declared, " Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you ;" which is entirely opposed to 
the direction of human wisdom, either in ourselves or others, 
by which many have been led to violate their honest convictions, 
turning aside from the simple and plain direction of the living 
witness within themselves, to follow the leadings of the same 
evil sprit which led Saul of Tarsus to become a persecutor of 
the Church of Christ. 

Because of the apparent weakness and meanness of the 
Church, how many of the worldly-wise professors are ready to 
query, like the self-righteous Jews of old, " Can there any good 
come out of Nazareth ? Is not this Joseph, the carpenter's 
son V instead of regarding their " family as poor in Manasseh, 
and themselves as the least in all their father's house." 

Ah, is it not from a disposition like this, that the spirit of 
persecution has its rise and life in our hearts, even a feeling of 
scorn and contempt for those whom we are led to esteem as 
unworthy of our companionship or notice, because of their want 
of coming up to our own standard of right and wrong, and not 
standing in the position of honorable lineage ? Do we not 
despise the body of Christ, because of its apparent weakness 
and meanness ; of the want of a manifestation of outward great- 
ness and strength, corresponding with the creaturely desire 7 
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Is not the Church despised and forsaken, because of adversity, 
of those who should stand as its pillars, bearing the burdens of 
reproach and suffering, through which it is called to pass, in 
support of the living Truth ; whereby its testimonies are weak- 
ened, and the advancement of its cause hindered, to the sorrow 
of those who are qualified to feel for the afflictions of Christ's 
suffering body ? 

If the desire to heal and restore was known to prevail, where 
the disposition to wound and cast off is so often found, what a 
different state of things would be witnessed among professing 
Christians, who claim to be the friends and followers of him 
who came to redeem and to save that which was, and is lost, 
through transgression, and not to judge and condemn, accord- 
ing to the wisdom and will of men, who fain would have him 
call down fire from heaven to consume his enemies, not consi- 
dering themselves among their number, in their unwillingness 
to suffer with him, for his and their sakes, in the cause for 
which he came into the world, as the messenger of glad tidings, 
and minister of salvation, to the souls of men. 

If our enmity against men were to be exchanged for a hatred 
of, and separation from, the sin and iniquity of our own hearts, 
how soon would an end be put to the persecution one of another, 
in the will and wrath of the creature, which has, in all ages of 
the Church, hindered its advancement in the way of righteous- 
ness and peace. We should then be made willing, according 
to the example and teachings of our holy Redeemer, to forgive, 
and pray for our enemies, seeking not theirs, but them ; not to 
destroy their hope in the mercy of God, but to win them unto 
him through the aid of the Holy Spirit, by which he worketh 
in and through his devoted servants, for the edification of the 
body in love, unto which all are called, and in which the true 
followers of the Lamb are engaged to walk, despising the shame ; 
being made willing to be counted fools for his sake, who hath 
redeemed them from the power of the enemy, into his everlast- 
ing kingdom, where enmity and strife, discord and division, can 
never come, but all is everlastingly joy and peace, harmony 
and love, to the praise of his exalted and adorable name. 

If we will be made partakers of the peace and joy of the 
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saints in light, who have been redeemed out of darkness, through 
the operation of the Spirit of judgment and burning, by which 
the cloud of sin and iniquity has been dispelled, to the unveiling 
of the Sun of righteousness, let us seek to know of having 
wrought in us the love of the brethren, which is the evidence 
of our having passed from death unto life. And in this love 
we shall be restrained from carrying ourselves aloft, exulting 
over those who may have fallen into weakness and error, and 
brought into exercise and travail of spirit on their account, 
desiring that they may be quickened, and made alive to their 
situation, and need of repentance and newness of life. 

The effectual working of reformation has ever been through 
the exercise of fervent charity, on the part of those who have 
been instrumental therein, and nothing short of a submission to 
its restraints, and attention to its constraining power, can ever 
fit us for the service of Truth ; for the faith which we profess 
works by love, both in and through us, to the purification of the 
heart ; and this faith is our victory over the world, whose spirit 
is opposed to its power and exercise, in breaking down the walls 
of partition between those who should be of the one household ; 
in subjecting the spirit of persecution, in destroying the power 
of enmity, and overcoming all that is opposed to the reign and 
dominion of Christ, the true and living seed, which bruiseth the 
serpent's head, and getteth us the victory over all the power of 
the accuser. 

This faith, which is the gift of God, is only attained, and 
maintained, through deep suffering, whereby our own suflSciency 
and wills are subject to the power and will of God. And his 
power is love, and his will is mercy, through which he seeks to 
draw us unto himself, that we may be made the partakers, as 
well as the instruments thereof to others. The whole plan of 
salvation is one of love and mercy, and none can be instrumental 
in promoting its righteous cause, but through the exercise of 
these heavenly virtues, which must be the prompting, as well 
as the principle of action, in all our endeavors to promote the 
advancement of truth and righteousness in the earth. 

Persuasion and entreaty must be the weapons of our warfare, 
if we expect our labors to be crowned ; for we cannot strive 
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lawfully in the spirit of accusation and persecution, whatever 
may be the cause in which we have enlisted. And it is more un- 
seemly and offensive for professing saints to be engaged in per- 
secuting esteemed sinners, than for the open enemies of Christ 
to persecute his friends and followers ; for in the former case 
there is hypocrisy and deceit, by which others may be misled, 
regarding this as the fruit of the Spirit, while in the latter there 
is consistency, and therefore little or no danger of harm to any 
but the persecutors themselves. 

They that live godly lives in Christ Jesus must suffer perse- 
cution without retaliation, for patient suffering is the ground, as 
well as the evidence, of Divine acceptance. We must suffer 
with Christ, if we are permitted to reign with him. " And," 
said he, " blessed are they that are not offended in me." And 
again : " Because ye have kept the word of my patience, I also 
will keep you from the hour of temptation, which shall come 
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth." 
Let it be remembered, that " that which taketh offence, is the 
same with that which falls." "Wherefore it behooveth us to 
keep humble and patient, receiving and bearing with meekness 
whatever sufferings may be permitted for the trial of our faith, 
and the purification of our hearts. 

The Lord is still trying his Church and people, in various 
ways, and blessed are they who are enabled to endure to the 
end ; for he will have an afflicted and proved people to serve 
and honor him. If we cleave unto him through heights and 
depths, he will cleave unto us ; but if we forsake him, either 
in prosperity or adversity, he will forsake us. The Church of 
Christ has ever been a suffering body, made up of crucified 
members, who have been transformed by the renewing of their 
minds, whereby they have been enabled to prove what is the 
perfect and acceptable will of God, and to perform or suffer it, 
according to his purpose. 

Wherefore let none despise the Church, because of the trials 
and provings through which it is called to pass ; for in due time 
she will be exalted, as the members of it are preserved in faith- 
fulness, to its adorable Head. Zion shall yet arise from the dust, 
and put on her beautiful garments, and many shall see it and 
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rejoice in the day of her redemption and salvation, in which 
the call shall be renewed by the Holy One of Israel, " Come 
unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved." The world 
shall no longer triumph in beholding ^'^the abomination of deso- 
lation standing in the holy place" — scorn and contempt, envy- 
ing and strife, discord and division, in her midst — when the 
Lord shall arise in his majesty and might, for her deliverance 
and help, in answer to the prayers of his saints, which are as- 
cending- before him, as incense of a sweet smelling savour. 

That a brighter day will succeed the darkness through which 
we have been passing, as we are faithful to the direction of 
Truth, in profiting by the lessons of the past, there cannot be 
the shadow of a doubt, on the mind of any true believer. 
Sorrow cometh with the night, but joy and rejoicing return with 
the morning. Wherefore let us not be faithless, but believing ; 
trusting in the Lord, who will bring it to pass, as our confidence 
and delight are in him alone ; let us seek to become imbued 
with that perfect love which casteth out all fear, and prepares 
us to embrace in its arms the whole human family ; for this is 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy, without dissimula- 
tion, bigotry, straitness, or deceit. 

The tendering and uniting power of Gospel love must yet be 
known to break in pieces our hardened hearts, melting them 
together into the oneness of Christian fellowship and sympathy, 
before the coming of that day when all wranglings and janglings, 
wars, persecutions, and divisions, shall be known to cease, and 
instead thereof the reign of harmony and peace, such as was 
known when the " stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy." There must be experienced the subjugation 
of the creaturely will, wherein we are led to contend for the 
uttermost farthing, being more unwilling to forgive a brother, 
than Christ is to forgive us ; who more often forgiveth us ten 
thousand talents^ than we forgive a fellow-servant an hundred 
pence. 

We must experience him who is the resurrection and the life 
to be formed and have the dominion in us, if we would that 
our conduct, conversation, and even our countenances, should 
witness for us the new birth unto righteousness, begotten through 
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deep suffering and travail of spirit ; that Christ is not still cru- 
cified in our hearts, through an evil covetousness, whereby self 
is raised into dominion, seeking its own pleasure and honor, 
and not the things which are Jesus Christ's — self-denial, 
patience, meekness, and long-suffering for the glory of God, 
that he might be exalted in and through us, to the honor of 
Truth, and the praise of the Gospel, which is preached in every 
creature, by the Holy Spirit, " teaching, that denying all un- 
godliness and the world's lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world, dealing justly, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly with our God." 

If we know these things, happy shall we be if we do them ; 
but if we continue in transgression, crucifying the Lord of life 
and glory afresh in our hearts, through the entertainment of 
the spirit of covetousness and enmity, by which self is exalted 
above all that is called God, then shall we continue to have 
sorrow upon sorrow, being forsaken of him who will not dwell 
with impurity, but whose habitation is in righteousness, wherein 
God alone is honored and praised in all his works. He will not 
dwell in a divided heart, which is seeking to serve him and 
Mammon, but with him alone whose eye is kept single to his 
glory and honor, ascribing unto him all wisdom and power, 
dominion and praise, both now, henceforward, and forever, 
which are his due from the souls which he hath created for the 
purpose of his glory, not only throughout all time, but during 
the endless ages of eternity. 

But have not many been seeking some other way to the king- 
dom of heaven, than that of the cross and self-denial, following 
their own wills and ways, and seeking their own honor, through 
self-exaltation, more than the honor of God, through self-sacrir 
fice ; not willing to suffer with Christ for his body's sake, not 
disposed to acknowledge the brotherhood of the whole human 
family, through the exercise of kindness, condescension, and 
love, condescending even to men of low estate, according to 
apostolic exhortation ; but rather seeking to draw party lines, 
and build up partition walls, to the exclusion of those, from even 
outward association, who are not of one mind with ourselves in 
all particulars, but are nevertheless aiming at the same thing } 
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What but a desire to escape from necessary sufferings, and a 
willingness to forsake the posts which have been assigned us, as 
the servants and followers of a crucified Saviour, has led us to 
shrink from every man speaking truth to his neighbor, telling 
him his faults between him and himself alone^ instead of sound- 
ing it abroad, and seeking to punish him by raising a prejudice 
or party against him, thus violating the order and spirit of the 
Gospel, which seeks to gather and restore, and not to scatter 
and divide ? " If a man be overtaken with a fault, ye which are 
spiritual restore such an one, in the spirit of meekness, remem- 
bering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 

How contrary to the example and precepts of Christ and his 
apostles, and to the witness for God in the hearts of the ser- 
vants and followers of Christ, is the hardness and roughness of 
manner, and the apparent coldness of feeling, which have found 
their way among the professors of his name ; causing them to 
reproach the Truth by their distant and forbidding demeanor, 
not entering into the kingdom of love and peace themselves, 
and hindering those who are about to enter ; standing, as it 
were, at the gate of the city, and frowning upon those who fain 
would enter by the right way, because of some feeling of pre- 
judice or enmity. 

But is not our own wickedness correcting us, and our back- 
slidings reproving us, until, through the plagues which have 
been sent amongst us, we may hope for the removal of the hard- 
ness of our hearts, whereby we have been prevented from jour- 
neying forward in the worship of God, as in days that are past, 
when the candle of the Lord shined round about us, delighting 
us with the brightness of its light, in which we were enabled 
to behold, with clearness, the path cast up for us to walk and 
dwell in ? 

For want of keeping, in the simplicity of the Truth, darkness 
has, for a long season, overspread the house of Israel ; and by 
resorting to the armor of Saul, confusion has spread through- 
out our borders, even as at the building of Babel, when the 
Lord confounded the language of his rebellious children, and 
frustrated their endeavor to make for themselves a visible way 
to the kingdom of heaven. Know ye not that the kingdom of 
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God is within you ; that Christ's kingdom is not of this world, 
that his servants should envy and devour one another, but that 
they are called to bless even those who persecute them, and 
curse not? " My kingdom," said our adorable Redeemer, "is 
not of this world, else would my servants fight.*' 

Professing, as we do, the peaceable religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, it behooves us to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, lest 
we reproach his name, and dishonor the Truth. It is no excuse 
for us to persecute any individual, or class, that they are not 
faithful to the Divine requiring ; for the Lord is the judge of us 
all, and will plead his cause with all people, executing justice 
and judgment, according to his infinite wisdom. Wherefore, we 
are bound to leave all judgment to him, who judgeth righteously, 
and pleadeth the cause of all that are oppressed. 

Truly the Lord of hosts is the God of Israel, who will yet 
turn our captivity, delivering us from the hand of the oppres- 
sor, from the power of the hard task-master, unto whom we 
have been in bondage, even the creaturely and stubborn will, 
which has stood in our way to reconciliation and peace with 
God, and one with another. As we are all the children of one 
heavenly Parent, it is his will that we should become the sheep 
of one pasture, and one fold, having one leader and shep- 
herd, even Christ, our heavenly Bishop, and holy Mediator 
with him whose mercy is over all his works, even to the very 
ends of the earth, as manifested by the Gospel of his dear Son, 
which has been preached to all nations, without respect of per- 
sons, according to the new covenant, that he would write his 
law in their hearts, so that they need not say every one to his 
brother. Know the Lord ; for all shall know him, from the least 
to the greatest of them. 

Yea, verily, God is good to Israel, and is still waiting to be 
gracious, for he will yet " bless the provisions of Zion and 
satisfy her poor with bread," as in days that are past, when 
the heavenly manna descended about the dweUings of his chil- 
dren, whose habitation was in the Truth, being preserved alive 
unto God, through watchfulness inte prayer, to the praise and 
honor of his name, in which alone they sought to labor for the 
advancement of his righteous cause. Yea, the time is approach- 
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ing when the voice of thanksgiving and melody shall be heard 
throughout our land, and the anthem shall yet be sung, " Glory 
to God in the highest, peace on earth, and good will to men." 

The house of Saul is becoming weaker and weaker, and the 
house of David stronger and stronger ; the creaturely will is 
being broken, and subjected to the Divine will, as evinced by 
the evident tokens of returning love, even brotherly kindness 
and condescension, wherein we look not every man on his own 
things, but also on the things of others, desiring and seeking to 
promote the general welfare, as in the days of outward perse- 
cution, when the hearts of the Lord's people were united toge- 
ther in the fellowship of suffering from without, which has been 
changed for suffering from within; our greatest enemies being 
those of our own household. 

When all carnal weapons are laid aside, and we are brought 
again into ".the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," then 
will our weapons again become mighty, through God, to the pull- 
ing down of the strongholds of sin and Satan, to the breaking 
down of the walls of partition which the enemy of our unity and 
peace has reared amongst us, in order to lay us waste, by de- 
stroying our testimony to the harmonizing influence and power 
of the Gospel, through which swords are to be beaten into plough- 
shares, and spears into pruning-hooks, and men restrained from 
learning war any more. 

Let us hail, and seek to hasten, the coming of that day when 
the dominion of Christ shall be established in every heart, and 
we shall know of a truth that "now is come salvation and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God and the power of his 
Christ; for the accuser of the brethren is cast down, which 
accused them before our God, day and night ;" and be enabled 
to rejoice that our habitation is in the Truth, where none can 
harm or make afraid, because of the perfect love with which 
our hearts are filled, and overflow towards the whole human 
family, of whatever nation, kindred, tongue, or people. 

The Lord is God of the whole earth, which, with the fulness 
thereof, are his ; and he will arise for the help of those who are 
oppressed by the usurpations of men, who fain would subject 
them to the feeling of human dependence, and the yoke of 
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human power. " Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty/' and when he openeth no man can shut, and when he 
shutteth no man can open ; for in him are the springs of eternal 
life, by which we are set free from the bondage of sin and death, 
and delivered from the fear of man, and every evil thing which 
stands in the way of the performance of our duty to God, and 
one towards another. 

The self-satisfaction, self-complacency, and austerity of the 
stiflf-necked and self-righteous advocate of truth, will not permit 
him to concede to others that which he claims for himself ; not 
submitting to die yoke of Christ, which would keep down all 
pride and loftiness, all vaunting and exultation, all censorious- 
ness and accusation, inspiring the heart with love and good 
will, setting it free from the shackles of envy and prejudice, 
and bringing it into the glorious liberty of the Gospel, wherein 
Christ is our authority, support, and defence, and a crown of 
rejoicing to all those who dwell and trust in him, looking unto 
him for wisdom and direction in all things, having no confidence 
in the flesh, which warreth against him ; denying his authority, 
mocking his law, and spurning his grace, even while professing 
allegiance to him as our King and Leader. 

The feeling of wholeness, and independence of Divine aid and 
human sympathy, which is inspired by the wisdom of the flesh, 
leads many to suppose themselves above the reach of just 
rebuke, where they are justified in frowning upon, and deriding, 
those whom they esteem objects of contempt, because of some 
difiercnce in sentiment or practice, which may be in their own 
favor. But this is not the way to secure the help of Divine 
love, in order to enable us to remove that which offends us, by 
the effectual working of the Spirit of Christ, through us, as his 
instruments, convincing them of their error and need of repen- 
tance, by returning good for evil. 

If we will be the instruments of help to others, let us refrain 
from the entertainment of the feeling of superiority, or the 
manifestation of contempt ; for these, as they are observed, 
will produce their like in others, and thus a coldness and shy- 
ness win be witnessed, to the mutual harm of those who are 
the objects and subjects of dislike or hatred. Whereas, by 
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carrying ourselves humbly before all, even the meanest, and 
seeking to promote love and concord, by a kind and courteous 
demeanor, wherever our lot may be cast, we may be made the 
instruments of reconciliation between those who may have been 
estranged one from another, in feeling and association, without 
a sufficient cause ; bearing a faithful testimony to the uniting 
and restoring power of the Gospel, and against the scattering 
and dividing spirit of enmity and self-righteousness, in whose 
snare so many have been taken, to the sorrow of themselves and 
their friends, and the reproach of a good profession. 

What will all our profession of sound doctrine, and of stand- 
ing for the cause and testimony of Truth, or Gospel order, avail 
us, if we forsake the only sure foundation, by denying the ap- 
pearance of Christ in the flesh ; rejecting him from our hearts, 
through the entertainment of unlawful guests, such as are op- 
posed to his influence and power, and therefore the crucifiers 
of him afresh in our hearts? Spiritual pride, the love of con- 
troversy and dominion, the feelings of contempt and scorn, the 
disposition to frowardness, stubbornness, and rebellion — to in- 
subordination, strife, and division — as well as a readiness to re- 
ceive and encourage the spirit of enmity, are all opposed to the 
reign and dominion of Christ, and the unity and harmony of 
his body, producing rents and schisms therein, to the reproach 
of Truth. 

The ground of all availing knowledge of Gospel doctrine 
being found in doing the will of our Father in heaven, of what 
account is that superficial and critical knowledge, of which some 
make their boast, while their hearts are estranged from the love 
of him, sinning against him, through a hatred and contempt of 
the brethren, towards whom they stand arrayed in open hostility ? 
If we desire that the plagues shall be stayed, which have been 
sent amongst ns, because of heresies, and an unlawful strife 
against them, let us seek to emulate and follow the example of 
Moses and Phineas, who interceded for a rebellious people, and 
prevailed with God to withhold the threatened scourge, to spare 
his people, and give not his heritage to reproach. If we were 
thus individually exercised, instead of seeking to peneoute and 
destroy one another, what a difierent state of things would be 
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known amongst us ; how would the blessing of heaven rest upon 
us, filling our hearts with gratitude and praise, which would rise 
as incense before the throne of grace, uniting them together as 
the heart of one man, wrestling for the peace and prosperity of 
Zion, and the enlargement of her borders ; how would the Lord 
again send his messengers to and fro amongst us, to the refresh- 
ing and strengthening of his heritage. 

But while we are in the position of a house divided against 
itself, and the waters of strife continue to be stirred, casting up 
mire and dirt, how can we look for the return of health and 
salvation ; for the manifestation of Divine life and power, which 
was once so eminently known, as the crown of our religious as- 
semblies ? How can we expect the Spirit of Truth to arise and 
prevail, while the spirit of the world has the dominion in our 
hearts, leading us not only to overcharge ourselves with out- 
ward cares, in seeking to gain and retain outward riches, and 
to follow the fashions and customs of those about us, who know 
not the voice of Truth, which leads into simplicity and humility ; 
but also to follow the leadings and teachings of the wisdom of 
the flesh, respecting those things which concern the welfare of 
the Church, which no man understandeth, except as they are 
revealed to him by its holy Head, whose ways are not as our 
ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts ? 

If we will witness again the return of those wonderful favors 
which once so abounded in the Church, let us be willing to sub- 
ject our own wills, and to spend and be spent in the cause of 
Truth, forsaking all selfish and party purposes, and everything 
which the holy controversy is with. Then may we believe 
that the Lord will turn our captivity, and bless us again, with 
the covering of his Spirit, as our armor and shield, causing 
us to triumph in the power of his might, to the glory of his 
name. With this belief and hope, let us lay down all our 
carnal weapons, all creaturely wisdom and wrath, putting on 
the breastplate of righteousness, mercy and truth, seeking not 
our own glory. 

In view of the extremes of error and corruption, into which 
an unsanctified and party zeal leads those who are exercised 
thereby, let us be warned against any indulgence in the dividing 
spirit of partiality and hypocrisy, by which we are disposed to 
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pronounce judgment against others, because of the things which 
we allow and justify in ourselves ; for this will ever land us in 
discord and confusion. When infidelity to the Truth makes its 
appearance in one form, and we feel bound to bear testimony 
against it, let us not condemn those who discover it in another 
form, for attending to apprehended duty — provided Gospel order 
is maintained, and there is no departure from its spirit — that, 
whether the faith of the Gospel is denied, either in doctrine or 
practice, we may be alike engaged in its support and defence, 
seeking to build one another up thereon. 

As it is written, ^^A false balance is abomination to the 
Lord; but a just weight is his delight;" so a resort to unlaw-* 
ful means to efi'ect a right end, is as much the fruit and evi- 
dence of unfaithfulness, as a departure from Gospel doctrine, 
and both are alike condemnable, however much may sophisd- 
cally be said in favor of the committal of an evident wrong, in 
defence of an acknowledged right, which will only tend to 
weaken the cause thus unlawfully advocated, and bring reproach 
upon the Truth, which must stand upon its own foundation, and 
be supported by its own means and power ; for it is able to bear 
its own weight, and will stand when all sophistry shall fail, 
triumphing in the end over all feigned support, or open oppo- 
sition. 

To resort or incite to, or to countenance, rebellion against 
the acknowledged authority of a rightly organized and legiti- 
mate body, or association, because of alleged corruption therein, 
is opposed to the maintenance of church organization, as well 
as to the spirit and order of the Gospel, and will lead into that 
which will continue to scatter, so long as it is persisted in. 
There is a right way to do right things, and the resort to a 
wrong one will always be attended with serious consequences, 
both as respects precedent and experience; for, besides its 
being an evidence of the want of faith in the right means, it is 
a scandal upon the Truth, weakening the testimonies of it against 
the spirit of the world, of which this is a fruit, under the guise 
of friendship for the Truth, to the deceiving and misleading of 
the unwary, who are led to regard the end more than the means, 
and victory more than justice. Wrong means employed in 



42 

support or defence of a good cause, under the profession of high 
authority, are more opposed to the advancement of Truth, than 
both a bad cause, and the use of bad means in its support ; for 
in the latter case there is harmony and consistency, without 
deception or hypocrisy, while in the former there is danger of 
misleading, through the justification of the means by the end. 

It would seem, that serious reflection upon these things should 
lead us to desire a return to that consistency of practice with 
profession, which once characterized us, as a people professing 
godliness, the substance of which is love and good-will, justice 
and mercy, which are the attributes of our Divine Lord ; and 
the exercise of them is our evidence of allegiance to him, and. 
the means whereby alone we can secure his favor and aid. If 
we depart from the golden rule, doing unto others as we would 
not that they should do unto us, how can we look for anything 
but a return of the evils upon ourselves, which we have com- 
mitted toward others, according to the retributive justice of the 
Almighty, who hath ordained, that as we sow, so shall we reap, 
as we mete unto others, so shall it be measured to us again ; 
which will apply to bodies, as well as to individuals who com- 
pose them. 

Wherefore, let us be persuaded, by the mercies of God, to 
judge righteous judgment, lest, having shown no mercy, we re- 
ceive judgment without mercy ; let us forsake the ground of 
self-justification in the deeds which we have committed, either 
in the support of error, or unlawful strife against it, rallying 
once more to the pure standard of Truth, that it may again be 
upheld by the power of the Gospel, which stands ready to assist 
in the work of reformation and restoration, through which alone 
this can be effected ; for the great Head of the Church is the 
healer of breaches, and the restorer of paths to dwell in. Let 
us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, which has 
been laid upon us for our correction, because of our departures 
from the worship and service of him, into idolatry and self-seek- 
ing, worshipping the creature more than the Creator, and de- 
siring the gratification of our own wills, more than his praise 
and glory. 

Wherein we have strayed from the straight and safe path. 
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through the enticements of our common enemy^ and are con- 
vinced of our departures, let us, one and all, fervently wrestle 
for ability to return unto Him who first gathered us out 
of the nations of the earth to be a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, and hath preserved us unto this day from falling 
entirely away from the purpose designed by him, even that we 
should bear testimony to the spirituality of the religion of 
Christ, and against the inventions of men, whereby the outward 
glory of the world, and the blandishments of human learning 
and wisdom are exalted above the inward beauty and glory of 
the Church, and the letter above the spirit, to the encourage- 
ment of an outward dependence and superficial worship, which 
was one of the sins of the Church of old, of which it was testi- 
fied, " Thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and hast taken of 
thy fair jewels of my gold and silver which I had given thee, 
and madest to thyself images of men." . 

We are not yet a forsaken people, but the great Head of the 
Church is still watching over us for good ; and when the end of 
our chastening is accomplished, even our humiliation and puri- 
fication, we shall witness the return of his wonder-working 
power amongst us, melting and uniting our hearts together as 
in days of old, when the spirit of supplication was more gene- 
rally the clothing of our spirits, through the feeling of our need 
of an interest in Him, who came to seek and to save that which 
was and is lost, having our dependence upon outward comfort 
and help shaken, and broken up, by the trials of persecution 
from without, which attended the faithful support of our Chris- 
tian testimonies, and from which we are now mercifully deli- 
vered ; though in the place of these, the enemy of our unity and 
peace has arisen in our midst, seeking to scatter and divide us 
one from another, through his subtle suggestions and divinations, 
which shall never be able to prevail with those whose eye is 
kept single to the light and power of Truth. 

Beloved brethren, let us seek to walk and work together in 
love, that the testimonies of truth may, through us, be upheld, 
and our faith established in the life and power of the Gospel, 
enabling us to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
remembering that whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and that 
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his judgments are abroad, that we should learn righteousness. 
Seeing, therefore, that we are called to suffer affliction for 
righteousness* sake, let us not harden our hearts in the day of 
his power, who standeth at the door knocking for entrance, that 
he may come in and sup with us and we with him ; but rather 
seek to become united with him, in the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings, that we may know of reigning with him in the fulness of 
his life and love, whereby our hearts would be united together 
in one harmonious travail of spirit for the welfare one of an* 
otherj for the prosperity of Zion and the enlargement of her 
borders, not limiting the power of him whose call is extended 
to the very ends of the earth ; seek to be raised above all nar- 
row-mindedness and bigotry, all spiritual pride and prejudice, 
all malice, contempt, and scorn, and filled with that charity 
which hopeth all things, and believeth all things, and thinketh 
no evil, but covereth a multitude of sins, is not puffed up, and 
vaunteth not itself, worketh no ill to its neighbor, and rejoiceth 
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in mercy and truth, even against 
judgment; that "God may make known to us what is the 
riches of the glory of the mystery, which formerly was hid, but 
is now made known to his saints, even Christ in us the hope of 
glory, whom we preach, saith the apostle, warning every man, 
and teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus, whereunto I also labor, striv- 
ing according to his working, which worketh in me mightily; for 
I would, said he to his brethren, that ye should know what 
great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and 
for as many [or all] who have not seen my face in the flesh, that 
their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love^ 
and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the 
acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge." 

"And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing 
words, — ^beware lest any spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of this 
world ;** for many shall come in the name of Christ, preaching, 
in the wisdom of the letter, those things which are contrary to 
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the Spirit, even that we are to be saved by works without faith, 
or by faith without works ; both of which are alike untrue, and 
the extremes of doctrine, from which the enemy of our peace 
has derived much of his strength in the work of devastation, 
through the strife, contentions, and divisions, by which we have 
been scattered and separated one from another, one extreme 
leading to another, or driving to the opposite, until it is now to 
be hoped, that, ceasing to separate what God hath joined toge- 
ther, either of which cannot stand or avail by itself, both being 
dead when alone, we may come to see the folly and harm of 
contending top strenuously for the one, or the other, lest we en- 
courage a departure from the foundation of Truth, whereon we 
profess to stand, manifesting our faith by our works, as the 
tree is known by its fruit. 

Let us remember, that if we have not the Spirit of Christ we 
are none of his, whatever may be our profession of faith, and 
if we bring not forth the fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, &c., we may feel assured of our alienation from 
God, and separation from Christ, in whom alone we can have 
unity one with another, bearing one another's burdens, to the 
fulfilling of his righteous law, following peace with all men, 
and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord ; despis- 
ing not government, but submitting to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake, being subject to the higher power, which is 
ordained of God ; refraining from presumption, self-will, and 
speaking evil of dignities, or the exercise of lordship over 
God's heritage, as ensamples to the flock, in humility, meekness, 
and patience, casting all care upon him, and in all our trials 
committing the keeping of our souls unto him in well-doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator, who will plead the cause of all that 
are oppressed, as they are engaged to cast their burden upon 
him, not seeking to avenge themselves. 

Let us bear in mind the record respecting the holy patriarch, 
who, after he had suffered aflSiiction, and been brought to see 
the folly of walking in his own counsel, abhorred himself, and 
repented in dust and ashes ; and when he prayed for his friends 
his captivity was turned. Let us not forget the admonition of 
the apostles of Christ, which are recorded for our instruction 
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and direction, but seek to bear the infirmities of the weak, re- 
ceiving those who are weak in the faith, condescending to men 
of low estate, being pitiful, courteous, and merciful, willing to 
serve all^nen, even the meanest, without respect of persons, 
rendering n<ft evil for evil, or railing for railing, but contrari- 
wise blessing, unto which we are called, that we might inherit 
a blessing ; for " he that will love life and see good days, let 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak 
no guile ; let him eschew evil and do good ; let him seek peace 
and ensue it ; for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayers ; but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil. And who shall harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which is good ?*' 

Let us seek to strive together for the faith of the Gospel, 
that it may prevail and abound, thinking not strange of the 
fiery trial of our faith, as though some new thing had happened to 
us ; remembering that even Pharaoh, the enemy of Israel, was 
raised up to manifest God's power, and that his name might be 
declared throughout all the earth — which appeareth strange to 
the natural mind, although in perfect harmony with the wisdom 
of God, who both hardeneth and showeth mercy for the same 
great end — and, as he delivered Israel of old, so he will deliver 
us, by his mighty and righteous judgments ; by the plagues 
which are permitted for the humbling and softening of our 
hearts, that they may no longer be closed against the King of 
glory, who has so long been standing at the door, waiting, and 
knocking, for admission, that he might come in and set up his 
kingdom there, having the dominion, the will, and the power 
all ascribed unto him, through the Holy Spirit, by which alone 
he can be worshipped ; for, " no man can call Jesus Lord but by 
the Holy Ghost." 

As this comes to be our experience, we shall be willing to 
commit our cause unto God, submitting to his judgment, instead 
of following our own, in judging one another, and setting at 
nought our brethren ; we shall be instructed, as Peter was, to 
call no man common or unclean, but rather to acknowledge all 
as the children of one heavenly Parent, and heirs with us of 
the same blessed inheritance, whatever may be the marks by 
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which we are outwardly distinguished — for God is no respecter 
of persons, but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted of him ; — and shall be led to labor for 
the good of mankind universally, by bearing a faithfcl testi- 
mony to the uniting and harmonizing power of Truth ; keeping 
and working together, that our strength be not dissipated by 
contentions and divisions ; by going out into the world after 
the doctrines and inventions of men, whereby they seek to en- 
snare the unwary, through the begetting of an outward belief 
and dependence, by which we are led to forsake the bond of our 
union, joining hands with those whose reliance is upon their 
own works, or upon a literal faith and knowledge, keeping to 
the form of godliness, but denying the power, paying tithe of 
mint, anise, and cummin, but neglecting the weightier matters 
of the law, mercy, judgment, and faith ; thus frustrating the 
grace of God, which is inwardly manifested to every man, teach- 
ing the vanity of all outward help and wisdom ; of all mere 
human endeavors, in hastening the coming of Christ's kingdom 
in our hearts, which he alone can set up and establish, through 
the power of his Spirit, which he giveth abundantly to all those 
who look and seek unto him. " Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." 

If Christ, the Lord, is not our righteousness, then is all our 
religion vain ; for if we have not his Spirit, we are none of his, 
and the possession or want of this is manifested by our fruits, 
by which we are to be judged. Let us not, therefore, deceive 
ourselves or be deceived, in believing that Christ reigneth in 
us, while we are subject to variance and wrath, evil surmisings 
and jealousies, backbiting and false accusing, malice and envy, 
vindictiveness and implacability, cruelty and revenge ; for in 
him was and is no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; 
but mercy and truth were blended together, so that he was holy, 
harmless, and undefiled ; being separate from sinners (or from 
sin), showing himself merciful, lon^-suffering, long-forbearing, 
meek and loving, even to transgressors, that he might win them 
from the evil of their ways, and reconcile them unto God, by 
his mercies, manifested through him. He was, and is, the friend 
and advocate of sinners, yet free from, and opposed to, sin; a dis- 
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tinction which we shall do well to mark in our dealings one 
with another, lest we mistake our calling, by letting in the feel- 
ing of personal hostility, in place of a testimony against sin 
or error ; despising the sinner more than sin, and thus bring our- 
selves under condemnation. It was the saying of an eminent 
reformer, "that he found it more difficult to refrain from de- 
spising his opposers, and thus sinning against Christ, than in 
confounding them." 

By letting in the feeling of contempt and scorn towards those 
who oppose our views, respecting either doctrine or practice, we 
disarm ourselves of the disposition and power to rescue them 
from apprehended danger ; and, by the exercise of austerity 
and severity, close up the way for effectual labor, in order for 
their help or recovery. Through mistakes like these, the Church 
has been stripped of its members, who might otherwise have 
been gained, or retained, to the mutual benefit of themselves, 
and those from whom they have been separated, which should 
teach us a lesson of forbearance, lest we continue to be scattered 
by the cruel power of persecution within our own borders, and 
our testimonies be taken from us, and given to others more 
worthy to bear them. 

. Let us remember the mercy of God towards his Church for- 
merly, as declared by himself through the prophet, that we may 
be encouraged to trust therein for our recovery out of the state 
into which we have fallen. " When I passed by thee and saw 
thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee, when thou 
wast in thy blood, live. I spread my skirt over thee, and 
covered thy nakedness. I washed thee with water. I tho- 
roughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed 
thee with oil, and thy raiment was of fine linen, and thou wast 
exceedingly beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.'* 
let us not be faithless, but believing ; for the Lord will yet 
be merciful to our unrighteousness, as we seek again to turn 
unto him who hath caused us to pass under the rod, that he 
might bring us again into the bond of his covenant, and purge 
from our hearts the spirit of rebellion, and accept us with our 
sweet savor, when we shall have been again gathered from the 
scattering power of persecution and unbelief. 
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If we would be preserved in the love and faith of the Gospel, 
let us forsake every false way, either in doctrine or practice, 
rallying again to the standard of Truth, as set forth and upheld 
by our worthy predecessors, acknowledging in practice, as well 
as in doctrine, the supremacy of Christ in all his oflSces, not 
only as Saviour, Mediator, and Intercessor, but as Head over 
all things to his Church, confessing with our worthy founder, 
that "we are nothing, Christ is all;'' and this not in word 
only, but in sincerity and truth, through a knowledge of the 
indwelling of his Spirit, as the mover and controller of our 
thoughts, words, and deeds ; as the more sure word of prophecy, 
unto which we do well to take heed, as unto the light which 
shineth in darkness, and lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world, independently of the teachings of the letter. 

When we individually arrive at this, we shall know an end of 
all personal hostility, and party feeling, and be brought to see 
and pursue the end for which we were raised up to be a people ; 
even to show forth the purity, power, and simplicity of the 
Gospel ; which, in its unadulterated fulness, is able to raise us 
out of the grave of sin and death, and minister an entrance into 
the everlasting kingdom of rest and peace — where contention 
and strife, discord and division, can never come, but all is for- 
ever harmony and love — as our faith is settled and established 
therein, by the trials of it, through which we are called to pass, 
in the refining process of regeneration, wherein we experience 
old things to pass away, and all things to become new, and of 
God, whose attributes are wisdom and truth, purity and love, 
mercy and righteousness, judgment and holiness, without which 
no man can see him, or inherit the kingdom of which all are 
heirs, through Christ, who is the only way and door of entrance 
into that which is within the vail, even the kingdom of God 
which is in us, except we be reprobates ; except we be of the 
number of those who shall strive to enter and shall not be able, 
because they strive in their own wills and way, seeking to take 
with them the mountain of self, with all its unhallowed attri- 
butes, through the gate which is too strait to admit anything 
that is not born of the Spirit, and thereby made meet for 
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^^an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not 
away." 

In the day of final and just retribution, when all disguises 
shall be removed, and we brought to appear before the Judge 
of all, just as we are, vain will be the plea of all great works, 
wrought in the name of Christ, if we have not on the pure 
wedding garment of Gospel love, which embraces all for whom 
Christ died, and is the bond of our union with him, by which 
we are inspired with the spirit of supplication and intercession, 
and enabled to minister of the bread and waters of life unto 
hungry and thirsting souls, to their refreshment and nourishment, 
and to our own unspeakable peace. But without the indwellmg 
of this heavenly principle, whereby God worketh in and through 
us, we cannot bring forth fruit to his praise ; for, without charity, 
we are nothing, though possessed of all other gifts, and willing 
to make every outward sacrifice. This is the crowning virtue, 
which never faileth to bring its own reward, upon those who are 
exercised thereby, in fulfilling the law of righteousness. 

It is a great favor to be brought to a sense of our own no- 
thingness, and the impotency of every outward means, without 
the Divine blessing, in securing to us that substantial and en- 
during peace, which we are at times led to crave above all 
other things, and which can alone be attained through the 
sacrifice of our own wills, and our own wisdom, casting all our 
crowns at the feet of Jesus, and looking unto him as the author 
and finisher of our faith, who will not sufier us to be tempted 
beyond our power of endurance, as we are thus engaged, 
with full purpose of heart, seeking to cleave unto him through 
all. However peculiar our trials may appear, either from 
within or without, we shall be permitted to see the end of them, 
as we are engaged to abide in a patient trust in our Almighty 
Deliverer, judging nothing before the time when he shall see 
meet to disclose the purpose for which he has sufiered us to be 
tempted and tried. 

This, we may believe, will be the experience of the Church, 
as it is of individuals ; and happy will it be for us, if we are 
enabled to abide in the habitation of Truth, holding fast our 
integrity and confidence, through all, to the end, where the 
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crown 18, which no man can take from us, even the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous Judge shall give to 
all those who love and cherish his appearing in their hearts, not 
only as a swift witness against sin and iniquity, but a^ the 
healer of the breaches which these have made, in separating 
between us and him, and consequently one from another ; for 
what unity hath Christ with Belial ? or what concord hath he 
that believeth with an infidel ? 

It is written, that " for the divisions of Reuben there were 
great searchings of heart," and this must become our individual 
engagement and experience, if we are ever to know of the 
ministration of entrance into the kingdom of purity and peace, 
where nought that deceiveth, or maketh a lie, can ever be per- 
mitted to come ; for it is through a going out into the maxims and 
manners, customs and spirit of the world around us, that we are 
alienated from the Truth, and brought into the formality of a 
Pharisaical righteousness, which is but as a shadow to the sub- 
stance, and can never advance us one step nearer to the king- 
dom of heaven, but will rather hinder our progress in that 
hidden and spiritual way which leadeth to the city of habita- 
tion, whose maker and builder the Lord alone is, " whose walls 
are salvation, and whose gates are praise." " The daughter 
of Zion is all glorious within, and her clothing is of wrought 
gold ;" the Church of Christ is an inward and spiritual body, 
whose covering of love and good-will is perfected through suf- 
fering, such as was endured by its holy Head, through which 
he was made perfect, being touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities, that he might know how to succor them that are 
tempted. 

If faith were in words, or outward demonstration, instead of 
a living experience, wrought in us through great sufiering, it 
were comparatively an easy matter ; but it is the gift of God, 
through great tribulation, as it is written, " I have refined thee, 
but not with silver ; I have chosen thee in the furnace of afflic- 
tion." It is no new thing for the Church and people of God to 
be tried with hardness of heart, and it will be no new thing to 
experience a deliverance, through the judgments, which, in 
mercy, have been permitted, for the softening of our hearts, in 
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order that the worship of God might be found therein, and we 
delivered from the captivity of idolatry, wherein the creatures 
and gifts of God have been exalted above him, making of hi3 
house, which is a house of prayer, a den of thieves, which have 
robbed him of his honor, and given it to men, causing us to say 
I am of Paul, or I am of ApoUos, according to the estimation 
in which his creatures and servants have been held ; which is 
infidelity, not only in those who have been willing to receive 
honor from men, but also in those who have unduly rendered 
it unto them. How, saith the Scriptures, can ye believe, if ye 
receive honor one of another? Render unto Caesar the thmgs 
that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's; 
honor to whom honor, and tribute to whom tribute, are due. 

Let the time past suiffice wherein we have set up one, and set 
at nought another, preached in our own wills and wisdoms, and 
labored in our own strength ; separated works from faith, or 
faith from works, not willing that our works should be the fruit 
of faith, which is the gift of God, rather than the deeds of law, 
by which no flesh shall be justified ; wherein we have frustrated 
the grace of God in turning aside to lying vanities, thereby 
forsaking our own mercies, turning grace into lasciviousness, and 
standing as stumbling-blocks in the way of honest inquirers 
after truth, or into frowardness and austerity, to the hardening 
of ofienders ; all of which have been means of scattering and 
division, through the begetting and encouraging of a party 
spirit, which, as the abomination of desolation, has been stand- 
ing in the holy place, whereon Moses was commanded to put 
off" his shoes from off" his feet, that he might go forth in the 
strength of the great I AM, declaring him as his authority, and 
trusting in his wisdom and support, through which he was made 
a leader and deliverer of his people, making intercession for 
them, rather preferring death than that they should be de- 
stroyed. And now that we, in these last days, have a spiritual 
Deliverer, who has sufiered death for us, that we through him 
might have life, let us not frustrate the end thereof, through 
wantonness and rebellion, in forsaking his leadings and teach- 
ings ; in turning aside from the law written in the heart, to the 
doctrines and teachings of men, who deny, either in word or 



53 

practice^ the supremacy of the light which lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world. 

The inspiration of the love of God, which was breathed into 
the hearts of the prophets and apostles, will lead those who are 
prepared to receive it, to the same acknowledgment of his 
power and mercy, which they were moved to declare for the 
instruction, comfort, and confirmation of the household of faith, 
that through faith, and comfort of the Scriptures, we might 
have hope in him who is mighty to save and able to deliver, 
even to the uttermost, all those whose trust and confidence are 
in him alone, and not in anything that they of themselves can 
do, or in the unassisted labors of others ; ascribing all power, 
wisdom, and mercy unto him, through whom alone salvation and 
deliverance ever have, and ever must, come ; even the word that 
was in the beginning with God and was God, in whom was life, 
and the life was and is the light of men ; by the receiving of 
which we are enabled to become the sons of God. But this 
is the condemnation, that men love darkness rather than light ; 
the wisdom of the flesh, rather than the teachings of the Spirit ; 
the witness of men, rather than the inward and immediate wit- 
ness of Truth ; while to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, there is no condemna- 
tion, but the assurance of Divine acceptance and approval, 
their works being wrought in God, through a patient waiting 
upon, and a quiet hope in, him, who worketh in them, both to 
will and to do of his own good pleasure. 

This holy and precious love will never lead any to deny the 
supremacy of the living and ever-abiding word of God, by 
placing it in a subordinate position, but rather to desire its ex- 
altation above all that is written concerning it, which is but as 
the shadow to the substance, or the representation to the 
reality ; wholly unable, of itself to convey one spark of life to 
the soul that is dead in trespasses and sins, which can be raised 
from its sunken position through that power alone by which 
the world was made, and Lazarus raised from the dead. Is not 
then the endeavor to exalt the letter above the Spirit, or word 
of God, the evidence and work of idolatry or infidelity? for 
who, that believes in, and endeavors to follow, the true and living 
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witness for God, can allow anything to be exalted above this, in 
their hearts ; above the Spirit of Christ, which is in us, except 
we be reprobates ; through whom the apostle declared he could 
do all things, and that if his Spirit is not in us, we are none of 
his. Wherefore let us seek to know, for ourselves, that we are 
his, through the living and working of his Spirit, in and through 
us, to the perfecting of our love, that we may be delivered from 
the bondage of fear, under which many pass their whole lif^ 
time, through the apprehension and dread of death, which is 
the Christian's release from trouble, toil, and sorrow. 

Let us strive to be faithful in practice^ as well as sound in 
doctrine, that our fruits may be the evidence of our faith in 
God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, whom to know is life 
eternal. But to deny the Son is to deny the Father who sent 
him ; for, said our blessed Redeemer, " If ye had known the 
Father, ye had known me also, for I and the Father are one." 
But nevertheless there are some who deny the Son, in both 
word and practice, and yet claim to be the friends and followers 
of Christ, whom they esteem the son of Joseph, rather than 
the only begotten Son of God, who was with him in the begin- 
ning, and by whom all things were created ; who is the living 
word, which took flesh and dwelt on earth among men, suffered 
for our transgressions, and was bruised for our iniquities, the 
just for the unjust, and is now seated at the right hand of the 
Father, as our mediator and intercessor with him, through whom 
alone we can obtain access to the throne of grace. Denying 
the efficacy and merit of Christ's sufferings, such as those ex- 
pect to be saved by their own merits, as though, by the deeds 
of the law, the flesh could be justified, contrary to the plain 
testimony of Holy Writ, wherein it is declared that "by grace 
are ye saved, through faith, jet not of yourselves : it is the 
jift of God." 

As it is only by a co-operation with the Spirit of Christ, that 
we can experience the benefit of his sufferings for us, being 
made partakers thereof through the opposition and persecution 
of the enemy, let us not be turned aside from the tribulated 
and narrow way, in which his companions have ever walked, 
by any of the various winds of doctrine, by which the enemy ia 
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seeking to desolate the earth, and destroy our hope of heaven ; 
but rather sanctify the Lord of hosts in our hearts, that he 
may give us the victory over all that is opposing the coming of 
his kingdom, t\rhich he is seeking to set up and establish there, 
to the glory of his name, which is^ worthy to be exalted over 
all. Let us seek, through a faithful abiding in Christ, to the 
denial of self in all its appearances, to keep fast hold of the 
anchor of hope, which is both sure and steadfast, and not like 
that of the hypocrite, which shall perish ; let us forsake all the 
ostentation and pride, pomp and show, all looseness of conduct, 
and levity and lightness in conversation, which are the marks 
of a worldly spirit ; offering our bodies a sacrifice unto God ; 
putting away all our ornaments, and everything that is ofien- 
sive to him, that he may know what to do with us ; that he 
may bring us together into the one body, of which Christ is 
the head, wherein we shall know of partaking of the commu- 
nion of saints ; of that cup of blessing which Christ giveth to 
his faithful disciples, even the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
by which the soul is refreshed and renewed unto God. 

When shall we be permitted to behold again the general sacri- 
fice of worldly riches and greatness which was once witnessed 
among the friends of Christ, for the Truth's sake, giving unto 
God the first fruits of all our increase, serving him in our 
bodies and in our spirits, which are his ? When shall we see 
again a valiant band of Gospel laborers sent forth into the field, 
which is now white unto harvest ? When we are permitted to 
see the former, we may look for the latter. When the crowns 
of earthly riches and wisdom are brought to the feet of Jesus, 
we may look for the prevalence of Gospel love, which inspired 
the hearts of his friends and followers, in days that are past. 
When the disciple shall cease to be greater than his Lord, and 
the servant than his master ; when these, through humility, are 
brought to see and, in practice, to acknowledge the necessity of 
sufiering and sacrifice for the Truth's sake, then may we hope 
to see the restoration of that unity and peace, in which there 
would be known a more general travail of spirit for the arising 
of Divine life, and to witness the pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit upon sons and daughters, for the edification of the body 
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in love. When we are favored to witness a more general and 
sincere acknowledgment, that " One is our master, even Christ, 
and all we are brethren," then may we hope to perceive a de- 
cline in contention and strife, jealousy and fear, and an in- 
crease of that holy confidence and boldness, with which the true 
servants and ministers of Christ should be inspired, having the 
unity and sympathy of the brethren, for, and with whom, they 
are called to labor. 

That a faithful care should be observed in preserving the 
ministry from adulteration, is as evident as the necessity of 
seeing that we hurt not the oil and the wine, by error in judg- 
ment ; and no rightly commissioned laborer should object to the 
help of his brethren, in enabling him to see his error, when he 
may have departed from the sure guide, by leaning to his own 
wisdom ; provided this is ofiered in the right spirit, and in the 
authority of Truth. But if personal or party prejudice is brought 
to bear upon the mind of the oflfended hearer, it were better that 
he should refrain from administering rebuke or correction, lest 
he wound the ofiender, and discredit his profession ; for, it is to 
feelings like these, that we may attribute many of the errors in 
judgment, which have been the means of bringing us into con- 
fusion and sorrow. Holding the truth in unrighteousness will 
ever bring us under condemnation. " What is required of thee, 
man, but to deal justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy God?" 

But how great is the number of those who have fallen away 
from the Truth, by forsaking the place of trembling, and pre- 
suming upon their attainments and stations to do those things 
which have been suggested by their own wills and wisdom, con- 
trary to the Spirit and order of the Gospel. Herein is the danger 
of high positions, which should lead into humility and fear, rather 
than into pride and presumption. But let a man behold for 
himself a largo sphere of influence, and many admirers and 
followers, it is then that he is liable to cast off the yoke of 
Christ, and proceed on his own authority, and on his own . 
responsibility, together with that of those who have been in- 
strumental in exalting him above measure, causing him to par- 
ake of the fruit of the forbidden tree. This is no picture of 
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the imagination, but of a reality which is too often sorrow- 
fully witnessed, in the case of those who once spake trembling, 
and thus exalted themselves in Israel. Of such as these it may 
be said, in the language of the prophet, " Thy heart was lifted 
up because of thy beauty ; thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness." 

What occasion, therefore, have we to be watchful, taking 
warning from the harms of others, through the insidious work- 
ings of the enemy, by which we are led to regard evil as good, 
and good evil ; a snare to which all are liable, and from which 
nothing but continual watchfulness unto prayer can preserve 
us ; for, the moment we leave the watch-tower, the enemy is 
ready to enter, with all the deceivableness of unrighteousness ; 
and when once he has gained possession, it is not easy to cast 
him out ; when once we get even a little wrong, a long wilder- 
ness journey has often to be performed, before we get right 
again. One wrong step in the beginning of a difficulty, unless 
it is immediately retraced, is liable to lead into error throughoujt, 
and the sooner we stop in the pursuit of a wrong course, and 
return to the right starting-point, the easier and sooner shall 
we arrive at the accomplishment of the right thing. 

Let all then, who are made sensible of the error which has 
been committed by separations, and the encouragement of them, 
seek, by all means in their power, to undo what has been done, 
both in participating in, and causing them, that there may be 
known a reunion of those bodies which are now divided, on the 
ground of Truth, which has been so evidently deserted in their 
separation, brought about in the will and wisdom of man, by 
which alone they are kept asunder. Remove these obstacles to 
our reunion, and let the Spirit of Truth and love prevail, then 
shall we behold the removal of the walls of partition which 
the enemy of our prosperity has raised between us, and our- 
selves again in the position of a united brotherhood. Let us 
not be discouraged, by the distance we have proceeded in error, 
from seeking to return to the place of beginning, and setting 
out together, and anew, for the end of our calling, even to bear 
a united and consistent testimony to the power and leadings of 
Truth, which we have so sorrowfully baulked by our departure 
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from them, into the wisdom and spirit of the world — which teach 
the doctrine of " an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth/' and 
of the lawfulness of rebellion and insubordination — that we may 
realize the promise, in our experience ; " I will give them one 
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you, and I will take 
away the stony heart out of their body, and will give them a 
heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes, and keep 
mine ordinances, and do them ; and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God." 

If the judgments which have overtaken us, do not soften our 
hearts, and unite them together in holy sympathy, one for and 
with another, because of the cruelty of our common enemy, in 
breaking our ranks, greater ones may yet be sent, until we are 
hopelessly scattered, and our testimonies taken from us, and 
given to others more worthy to bear them. Let us therefore 
be engaged to confess our faults one to another, and to pray 
one for another, that we may be healed ; for there is wrong, as 
well as right, upon both sides of the questions by which we are 
divided, and the surest way of bringing about a reconciliation, 
or healing of diflferences, is to acknowledge, and forsake, the 
wrong, and concede the right, which would remove the occasion 
of offence, and bring us together in unity of feeling and action, 
to the promotion and honor of Truth. 

In the first place, there was an evident departure from the 
doctrines always held by the Society of Friends, in the writings 
of some of its members, which, upon being discovered, was cause 
of great concern to many Friends, some of whom were led into 
views of expediency, respecting the refuting of these errors, 
which all, even of those who were convinced of them, were not 
prepared to adopt ; and, because of which, extreme measures 
were resorted to, in accusing the reputed delinquents of a de- 
parture from the faith of the Gospel, into apostacy, which, as 
it was persisted in, against admonition and entreaty, was 
deemed sufficient ground for the charge of defamation, upon 
which a prominent individual was labored with, and finally dis- 
owned from membership, though not without strong resistance 
from some of his friends, which provoked the resort to some 
irregularity in the course of procedure, one extreme leading, or 
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driving, to another, which is ever the case in instances of con- 
troversy, where the law of love and good-will is departed from, 
and the wisdom and wrath of man, which work not the 
righteousness of God, are allowed the rule. On both sides 
there were evident irregularities, which it does not become 
either to deny, but rather, laying aside all malice, envy, and 
evil thinking, humbly and prayerfully to acknowledge, with the 
hope that He, who is the healer of breaches, may forgive our 
iniquities, and restore us to unity with him, and one with 
another in him, our holy Head, being no longer tossed to and 
fro by the doctrines and sleights of men who preach the lo heres, 
and the lo theres, of their own inventions, seeking to scatter 
from Christ, and gather unto themselves ; who, being ignorant 
of God's righteousness, go about to establish their own. 

Inasmuch as patience and charity have been wanting, let 
them now abound, to the perfection of our hope in him who is 
able to unite and bind us together in the bond of Gospel fellow- 
ship, that we may know of his going on, conquering and to 
conquer all in us that is opposed to his dominion and rule in 
our hearts ; for he will thoroughly purge us of all iniquity, as 
we patiently submit to the cleansing and purifying operation 
of his holy Spirit^ by the baptism of which we are renewed 
unto God, after the image in which we were created, for the 
purpose of his own glory, of which all have come short through 
sin and transgression ; wherefore the best amongst us are no 
better than pardoned criminals, wholly dependent upon his 
ever-enduring mercy for our forgiveness and preservation. Why 
then should we be so free in judging, and setting at nought, those 
who may not have arrived at this position, through repentance 
and newness of life, seeing that, in times past, we have walked 
in darkness, through a want of that love which knows no bounds, 
quenching the Spirit, and despising the brethren ? 

Have we not great cause for gratitude and humility, in view 
of our shortcomings, and the abundant mercy of God, who has 
followed us through all, with his chastening rod, and when the 
enemy has come in like a flood, threatening to overwhelm us, has 
lifted up a standard against him, that he should not destroy 
us ? Does he not continue to extend the olive branch, as a 
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token of returning favor, when we shall be permitted to go out 
and come in before him with acceptance ? Why, then, are we 
discouraged because of temptation and trial ; why are we east 
down because our own wills ^re crossed, and led into fretful- 
ness because of evil-doers ? Is not this an evidence of our want 
of faith in the Power which is able to raise the dead, and even 
of the stony hearts of his rebellious people, to raise up children 
unto Abraham ? Is it not because of a reliance upon our own 
arm to deliver us, that we are so impatient and fearful under 
affliction, and so ready to take offence at those who oppose our 
views and suggestions, which they are not prepared, frora con- 
viction^ to adopt ? 

Does not the wise husbandman first prepare his ground, sow 
his seed, and then patiently wait until it springeth up, seeking 
to cherish its growth until harvest ; not looking for fruit until 
the time of gathering shall come, when he shall reap the re- 
ward of patient and confiding labor? Why then should we not 
confide in the bow of promise, in our spiritual labors, seeing 
that summer and winter, seed-time and harvest, shall ever con- 
tinue ? Why should we look for continual heat, or continual 
cold, or for the appearance of fruit in seed-time, but for the 
want of that faith and patience which are the fruit of Divine 
love ? Is it not because we are not willing to cast our care 
upon him who careth for us ; even as little children leaning and 
relying wholly upon him, in simple faith ; believing that he will 
answer our desires, as our wills are subject unto his will, and 
not unto the flesh, which is at enmity with him ? 

Now if in these things there is any instruction, to those who 
may read them, let it not be lost ; for we all need to know what 
it is that is hindering us from seeing and flowing together, as 
with one eye and in one direction ; what it is that is obscuring 
our light, and dividing our path ; and if, happily, a feeble, 
trembling disciple, is made the humble instrument of convey- 
ing a ray of light to those whom ho esteemeth far before him- 
self, let him rejoice in the Power, and not in himself ; for in us, 
as men and creatures, there dwelleth no good thing, which is 
not received immediately from God, who is the fountain and 
source of all goodness, as testified by our holy Redeemer, when 
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he said, " There is but one good, and that is God.'* If, perad- 
venture, it has been made to appear that the substitution of 
the wisdom and will of the creature, for the light and purpose 
of Truth, has been the oflfence which has brought down the judg- 
ments of a justly offended God upon us, for our correction and 
restoration, one end of what is herein written will be answered. 
If, together with this, we are led to return to the first principle 
of our profession, seeking to repent and do our first work, then 
the whole purpose will be accomplished, and He shall have the 
praise, who hath shown unto thee, man, what he requireth of 
thee, even to deal justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
him ; and who, by his righteous judgments, is seeking to bring 
us again more fully to see and acknowledge, that one is our 
master, even Christ, and all we are brethren, that there may 
be one flock and one fold, of which he is the true Shepherd, 
who careth for his sheep, the world over, regarding even the 
meanest and hindermost of the flock with heavenly compassion ; 
and who teacheth his followers that they should love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous, and strive together for the faith of the 
Gospel, of which he is the author and finisher, that we may 
build one another up thereon, to the establishment of our hope 
in him, who willeth not the death of any, but rather that all 
should repent, return, and live. 

Finally, brethren, if, through the merciful visitation of the 
chastening rod which has so long been held over us, even "the 
line of confusion," we are brought more closely home to the in- 
ward witness for Truth, and led more faithfully to regard and 
support its testimonies against the world and its spirits, turn- 
ing our backs upon thQ allurements, the insidious wiles of our 
common and unwearied enemy, who is speciously seeking to 
enamour us with the outward glory and praise, that He who 
was slain from the foundation of the world may continue to be 
despised and rejected of men; if, through the plagues which 
have been sent amongst us because of the hardness of our 
hearts, and our alienation from God, through our departures 
from his righteous law, both on the right and the left, we are 
made to experience a return of that tenderness of spirit, and 
allegiance to the truth, which ever characterize the soldiers 
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of the cross, then may we hope to be found marching under the 
one banner of unity and love, which, in the beginning of the 
new dispensation, was unfurled to the nations of the world, by 
the Captain of our salvation, that an effectual end might be 
known to all strife and contention, wars and fightings, and 
"peace on earth and good-will to men" be proclaimed through- 
out the world, to the "glory of God in the highest," who sent 
him, as the Prince of Peace, to establish its dominion and reign 
in the earth ; to put an end to violence and oppression, and all 
manner of unrighteousness, whereby men become the servants 
of their own lusts, and the enemies of God and his righteous- 
ness, the fruit of which is peace, and the effect thereof quiet- 
ness and assurance forever. 

This same Lord Jesus Christ, whom we profess to follow and 
serve, and who came down from his dwelling-place in heaven, 
and overcame the world, is he who is leading on to victory, and 
hath triumphed gloriously, through the manifestation and exer- 
cise of his spiritual power, in and through those who have ad- 
hered to him, in times of sore trial, when the enemy, with all 
his vaunting and subtilty, has assailed the Church, threatening 
the establishment of his reign and dominion. Wherefore we 
have cause of encouragement in the promise, that he will be 
with it to the end of the world, inasmuch as hitherto he has 
been its helper, and that no weapon formed against it shall 
ever be made to prosper ; for, greater is he that is in us, than 
he that is in the world, and he will enable us to withstand all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one, by which he is seeking to 
drive us from the sure foundation, into an acknowledgment of 
human authority and power, into a surrender of our crown at 
the feet of fleshly majesty, and to banish the sympathizers with 
Joseph from the reach of parental kindness and favor, into 
hopeless exile and bondage. But the same gracious and Al- 
mighty arm which was extended for the help of Joseph, and 
the exaltation of him to the position of a keeper of the store- 
houses of Israel, from which his wicked brethren afterwards 
ignorantly received their supplies of bread, will continue to be 
stretched out for the help of Israel's dutiful children. 

As it is written, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
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hated;" so the faithful, who retain their integrity, and adher- 
ence to that which secures the blessing of peace, will continue 
to be the beloved of their Father in heaven ; while the undutiful, 
who lose their birthright to the blessed inheritance, through a 
willingness to sacrifice this to the love of other things, whether 
of worldly riches or honor, or men and self-pleasing, or spiritual 
pride and arrogance, will incur the Divine displeasure, and 
pierce themselves through with many sorrows. Wherefore, it 
behooves us to strive to keep very humble and watchful, lest 
we fail of the grace of God, and become of the number of those 
whose cry was, to the wise virgins, " Give us of your oil, for 
our lamps are gone out." 

In the work which is before us, let us look to the Power and 
not to the weakness ; retire inward to the Spirit of life and 
wisdom, having no confidence in the flesh, that we may be endued 
with holy strength and boldness, to engage in the battles of the 
Lord against the mighty; against our potent and unwearied 
enemy, who fain would have us cast away our shield, as though 
it had never been anointed with oil, and sink down into dis- 
couragement and murmuring, looking more to our short-comings 
and decline, than to the Almighty arm of power, that is still 
stretched out for our restoration. This snare of the enemy too 
often prevails, in times of weakness, in causing us to quail under 
the weight of our sorrows, because of a want of that upright- 
ness which constitutes the strength of a pillar in the Church ; 
of a want of that holy faith and trust, which would enable us to 
stand our ground, in bearing up under the pressure of humilia- 
tion and shame, under the weight of the cross to our natural 
feelings and wills, until the time of relief and deliverance shall 
come, committing our cause unto him who pleadeth the cause 
of all that are oppressed, as they are engaged to look unto him 
for the mediation of his Holy Spirit. 

As this comes to be our individual engagement, a way will be 
made for us, where there seems to be no way, even through the 
mighty sea of difficulty, which is before, and between, us, and 
the bank of deliverance. Our spiritual Moses will then stretch 
forth his rod, and the waters shall be divided, until we shall 
have passed over to the place of safety from our enemies, who 
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shall be overthrown in the depths of the sea. I would not have 
you ignorant, said the apostle, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea. And he 
assured his brethren that no temptation had taken them, but 
such as is common to man ; for, no doubt, they were led to 
believe their trials peculiar to them, even as we are to regard 
those through which we are passing, as peculiar to us, and the 
time in which we live. He reminded them also, that there were 
some of them that murmured, and were destroyed of the de- 
stroyer, and that these things happened for ensamples, and are 
written for our admonition. Wherefore, said he, "let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." 

Is it not because of murmuring, on account of what is now 
esteemed " a day of peculiar trial," that the progress of many 
has been hindered in the work of reformation, looking more at 
the trial, than to the merciful end of it, or the means of deliver- 
ance, and preferring lamentation and mourning, before the ac- 
ceptance and use of the means whereby the occasion of them 
might be removed ; before the cheerfulness and courage of the 
faithful soldier of the cross, who is inspired with confidence in 
his Captain and Leader, hoping for deliverance and victory 
through him who hath never been foiled in battle, or beaten in 
the field, not looking to the impotency of fleshly wisdom and 
power for direction or help, nor regarding all as lost, when his 
own views and will are crossed ? 

What, but seeking to accomplish our purposes in our own way 
and strength, and an unwillingness to pursue the simple, patient, 
and forbearing course prescribed by our great Lawgiver, casting 
our care upon Am, has brought us into diflSculty and confusion ? 
If now we are favored to see wherein we have proceeded too 
fast, and too far, leaving our sure and safe guide, to follow the 
direction of our own wills and wisdom, let us seekto profit by the 
lesson which this should teach us, in view of the evils into 
which our departures from the Truth have led us, that we may 
be brought again to be that simple and humble-minded people 
that once we were, before the riches, honors, and adulations of 
the world lifted us up, and made us proud of a conspicuous 
position in the earth; before, through these powerful influences, 
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we were flattered out of the narrow way, in which we were, and 
are called, to walk, into the devious and crooked ways of the 
world, adopting those fashions, maxims, and customs, which are 
opposed to our growth in the hidden life, and to the occupancy 
of those gifts and stations designed for us, for the edification 
and support of the Church. 

Seeing that we have thus departed from the way into which 
our forefathers were brought, through great sufierings, is it any 
marvel that He who first gathered us to be a people should be 
ofiended ? And is it not occasion of gratitude, rather than of 
complaint, that we are called to pass again through the refining 
process of judgment and burning, that our dross may again be 
removed, and we brought forth out of the furnace, as gold seven 
times tried, having on the pure garment of Gospel love, which is 
without seam or rent, but knit together from top to bottom, an 
undivided covering, such as was worn by the bridegroom, and 
must also be the covering of the bride, even the Church, the 
Lamb's wife ? The love which Christ bore to the Father must be 
maintained by us, even an undivided love, with which he loved 
both him and his children, whom he condescended to call bre- 
thren, exercising loving kindness, even towards those who were 
his enemies. And are his disciples greater than he, that they 
should be found doing difierently ? 

Whatever other means may be tried, in order to promote a 
healing of existing difi*erences, nothing short of fervent charity 
will ever enable us to harmonize together ; for this is the bond 
of perfectness, which cannot be severed or broken, but at the 
expense of a loss of Christian fellowship ; and so long as this is 
wanting, there must be a want of unity in the Church. Where- 
fore let us bear all things, hope all things, and be persuaded 
by the mercies of God to forgive all, as he forgiveth us, that 
all hardness and malice, suspicion and jealousy, that are stand- 
ing in the way of our reconciliation one with another, may be 
done away, and give place to that love by which we were once 
so signally characterized, and which was, and is to be again, 
the bond of our union, when we are redeemed from the false 
ways and doctrines into which we have been led by the hand of 

the enemy, through unwatchfulness and the desire after worldly 
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honor and dominion ; when we are hrought to the practical u- 
knowledgment of the unlawfulness of doing evil that good mij 
come of it, of persecution because of error or truth, or return- 
ing evil for evil, in seeking to avenge ourselves of our enemies, 
rendering railing for railing, persecution for persecution, and 
returning reviling for reviling, to the strengthening of the spirit 
of enmity — that mighty power of the evil one, by which he has 
prevailed against us, by breaking our ranks, and scattering the 
hosts of Israel into the wilderness of confusion ; when we shaD 
be brought again under the banner of the cross, keeping oor 
ranks in righteousness, and maintaining our allegiance to our 
holy Head, being joined unto him in the peaceful bond of spi- 
ritual unity, wherein is known a savor of life unto life, and a 
calling of deep unto deep at the water-spouts of the fountain of 
life, which is blessed with the answer of yea and amen for- 
ever. 

Let us then be willing to tread the wine-press of our sorrows 
alone, when the people are not with us, keeping our coyen&nt 
with him who trod the suffering path before us, not rebelling 
against him, through fretfulness because of evil-doers; or, 
through wantonness of desire or procedure, turn judgment away 
backward ; for the Lord is our judge in all these things, and 
will reward according to our works, giving to all those who 
patiently continue in well-doing — looking unto Jesus as the 
author and finisher of their faith, and in all their sufferings 
committing their cause unto him, that he may plead it for 
them— :glory, immortality, and eternal life ; but unto eyeryfsoul 
that doeth evil, tribulation and anguish, and sorrow upon sor- 
row ; for the Lord is a God that dealeth righteously, giving os 
to reap of that which we have sown, and measuring unto vs of 
that which we have meted out unto others, love for faithfulness, 
watering for watering, mercy for mercy, and judgment for judg- 
ment, sorrow for unrighteousness, weeping and wailing for 
cruelty ; giving eternal life for self-denial, and visiting self-seek- 
ing with spiritual death, according to the declaration of our 
holy Redeemer, that ^' he that shall save his life, shall lose it, 
but he that shall lose his life for my sake, shall find it" And 
said he, ^' I lay down my life for the sheep." 
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And when he was besought of the woman of Canaan, that he 
would have mercy on her daughter that was vexed with a devil, 
and his disciples would have him send her away, he answered 
and said : " I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel ;" to whom he commanded his disciples to go and preach, 
saying : " The kingdom of heaven is at hand ; heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils ; freely ye 
have received, freely give." And again he teaches a lesson of 
mercy in the parable of the one stray sheep, for the recovery 
of which a man would leave the ninety-and-nine, and seek the 
one that had gone astray, and if he find it, would rejoice more 
over it, than over the ninety-and-nine which went not astray. 
" Even so," said he, " it is not the will of your Father in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish." "And moreover," 
said he, " if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between him and thee alone," &c. 

We need not go beyond our own experience to learn the mercy 
of God in Christ Jesus, for we are all but living monuments of 
it. Why then can we not see, and acknowledge in our practice, 
that loving kindness appertaineth to godliness; ceasing from 
the persecution one of another, as we are all liable to do, 
when our views and wills are opposed, one by another ? Let us 
learn by the example and teachings of our holy Redeemer, to 
hear contradiction and opposition, praying for those that are 
wrongfully against us, that they may be brought to see and re- 
pent of their error, which would be a means of reconciliation 
more powerful than any of the inventions of men, who seek to 
promote unity by persecution, — the very means by which it is 
destroyed ; for what unity hath Christ with unrighteousness, or 
he that is in him, with the spirit of enmity ? There is a distinc- 
tion, which we are liable to overlook, between a compromise of 
principle and a sacrifice of feeling, and which we would do well 
attentively to mark. 

When the fundamental doctrines of the Church are assailed, 
we are bound to defend them, and by the same righteous law, and 
to the same extent, are we bound to the exercise of mercy and 
forbearance towards the authors of the attack ; and to refrain 
from implicating any in the offence who are not evidently and 
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beyond all question encouragers of, or connivers at it, either 
by the adoption of the views of the assailants, and the defence 
of them, or by the persecution of those who lawfully oppose 
them. And if we are exercised by the right spirit, we shall 
desire the recovery of the oflfenders, more than their punishment; 
I the correction of the error, more than a separation from the 

authors of it, for which we shall be willing meekly and patiently 
to labor with them, in order for their convincement of the im- 
propriety which they have committed, and of the necessity of 
a retraction of their errors, that the Truth may no longer suffer 
from the uncorrected departures from Gospel doctrine. 

What loss has been sustained throughout the religious world, 
by seeking to promulgate the doctrine of that progression which 
would enable us to improve on primitive Christianity, by finding 
out some easier way to the crown of a religious and holy life, 
than that of self-denial and cross-bearing, subjecting our own 
wills and wisdom to the yoke of Christ, that he might become 
our all in all ! Is it not a retrogression rather than progres- 
sion, to deny the authority of a rightly constituted Church 
government, under the profession and plea of a higher one — 
of a liberty and authority to violate Church discipline — in order 
to promote or effect a good end ? Is not this an undeniable and 
condemnable heresy, as standing opposed to Gospel order and 
unity, an " abomination of desolation standing in the holy place" 
of Christian s.ubjection and subordination, such as are described 
and enjoined by Scripture ; which, we are told, is written for 
our learning, that through faith, and the comfort thereof, we 
might have hope ? Inasmuch as we claim the authority of Truth 
for the establishment of our Church discipline, we are bound to 
support it under all circumstances, until, by the same authority, 
we are led to unite upon a change of it. But as the Truth is 
unchangeable, so the direction of it will be the same at all times, 
and under all circumstances. It will not direct one to pull down 
what it has authorized another to set up and establish, else it 
would be ground of disorder and confusion, rather than the 
foundation of order and harmony. Wherefore, we should be 
very jealous of any proposed change therein, and especially so, 
as, in all important points, it has stood so long and so severe 
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a test, as being the best outward rule of church government, 
both as it respects the purification and conservation, the peace 
and harmony, of the body ; for, wherever any material deviation 
therefrom has been made sM. allowed of, weakness and sorrow, 
jarring and confusion, scattering and division, have been the 
result. 

If, therefore, we would be kept together in outward associa- 
tion or spiritual unity, let us, without compromise, adhere 
strictly to its requirements, as the outward bond of our union, 
authorized by the inward light of Truth ; allowing this to be 
the only line of division between us and those who ofiend against 
it, lest a party spirit should lead us to overstep the safe boun- 
dary, into insubordination, and an unrighteous separation, to the 
weakening of our hands and the reproach of our high profes- 
sion ; for all separations in the Church have their foundation 
in the corrupt will and wisdom of the creature, which stand 
opposed to the uniting and harmonizing influence and power of 
Gospel love ; and the effect of them is to weaken the support 
of our testimonies, the burdens of the Church being cast upon 
a few, which often occasions the use of unsanctified vessels in 
the work of Truth, because of the absence of those who may 
have been purified and cleansed by the operation of the power 
of God, for the purpose of his own glory. 

Let us examine the foundations of all the walls of partition, 
that are now standing between those who profess to be of the 
one household of faith, and see if there is anything by which 
they are upheld, but the corrupt will and wisdom of man, 
whose wrath worketh not the righteousness of God — but the 
wickedness of the enemy, to the disruption of those ties which 
should bind us together in the one bundle of life and love. Let 
us examine and see whether anything but the want of love and 
good-will, through a departure from the Truth, as it is in Jesus, 
our Holy Head, is the occasion of the want of unity and peace 
amongst us, and whether the clouds and mists of enmity and 
prejudice do not stand as a barrier in the way of our recon- 
ciliation one unto another. 

How is it possible for us to come, or hold together, while 
there is a determination to separate and keep asunder, through 
an unwillingness to submit ourselves one unto another in love. 
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each esteeming others better than themselves, according to 
apostolic injunction and example, counting ourselves as chief 
among sinners, and not worthy of the name of disciples ? For 
want of humble submission to the will of God, in the acknow- 
ledgment of our unworthiness, through a willingness to keep 
low before him, without aspiring above the stations designed 
for us, what rents and divisions have been made in the Church, 
to the scattering of its members from the precious fold of unity 
and love, into the highways and by-ways of Babylon; into 
captivity to the doctrines and fashions of the world, as they 
stand opposed to the cross and self-denial of the lowly religion 
of Jesus ! 

As we are favored to see those things, in the light of Truth, 
which are scattering us from the precious fold of Christ, let us, 
constantly and earnestly desire, and seek after, their removal ; for 
that which has let, will continue to hinder until it is removed 
out of the way ; let us seek to remove all the stumbling-blocks 
which have been placed in our path, by the enemy of our ad- 
vancement in the way of holiness, that we may be permitted to 
move forward with united hearts and hands, in the work that is 
before us, bearing testimony to the uniting and preserving 
Power, by which we were first gathered to be a people, and 
through which alone our existence, as such, can be continued. 

While we are professing a religion of self-denial, let us seek 
to be preserved from self-seeking and self-indulgence ; for the 
love of self, and the things of the world, which contribute to its 
gratification and exaltation, is opposed to the love of the Father, 
and will separate therefrom, as we cherish its life and growth 
in our hearts. " Love not the world, neither the things of the 
world, for he that loveth the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him," is a serious exhortation and testimony, which we 
would do well to keep constantly in mind, lest, through the 
enticing pleasures and honors of a world that lieth in wicked- 
ness, we become alienated from God ; who, through Christ, in- 
spireth our hearts with love one for another, as we are engaged, 
above all other things, in seeking and cleaving unto him, desir- 
ing the inspiration of his unbounded love, bringing all our 
tithes into his storehouse, wrestling for the blessing which is 
promised to all the faithful, even the love and peace of the 
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Gospel, "which shall be as a river, and our righteousness as the 
waves of the sea, as we are thus engaged. 

The world loveth and honoreth its own, but the humble and 
self-denying followers of a crucified Saviour, it continueth to 
despise, even as he was hated by the enemies of his lowly 
appearance, who wore the seamless garment, and rode upon 
one of the meanest of beasts, even into the outwardly glorious 
city, where he was expected to appear in all the pomp and 
majesty of an earthly prince. As it was his engagement to 
shun the honors of the world, seeking that honor alone which 
Cometh from God, through the exaltation of his name and king- 
dom, so will it ever be the engagement of his followers to keep 
lowly and humble before him, and in the sight of all men — ^tes- 
tifying by their lives and conversation, that their kingdom is 
not of this world ; but that they are seeking an inward and 
everlasting kingdom, whose warfare is against the world, and 
its spirit, that the reign and dominion of Christ may be esta- 
blished in their hearts, to the bringing forth of the fruit of right- 
eousness, even the love of the Gospel, which extends from the 
rivers to the very ends of the earth, to the overcoming of all 
enmity, malice, and prejudice ; uniting together those hearts 
that have been separated by the love of the world — ^by self-lov- 
ing and self-seeking — which has stood as a barrier between them 
and the love of Him who created them for the purpose of his 
own glory, endowing them with gifts and graces to be employed 
to his honor, and not to self-aggrandizement, or self-pleasing, 
either in ourselves or others. 

Let the rich and the full beware lest the measure of their 
good things extend not beyond outward enjoyment, lest the 
language addressed to the rich man formerly be applicable to 
them ; lest in practice and example the poor be oppressed and 
misled, through seeking to emulate a sumptuous mode of living, 
according as they see this in their more highly professing and 
wealthy neighbor, who has adopted the view of proprietorship, 
and discarded that of a steward, which would operate as a check 
from yielding to the temptation to a departure from the simpli- 
city into which the Truth doth invariably lead all its faithful 
followers, in respect to manners and appearance, as well as Ian- 
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guage and conduct, preserving from all worldly conformity and 
ostentation ; from all time-serving and men-pleasing^ duplieitj 
and dissimulation, in the endeavor to serve God and Mammon, 
having our hearts divided between the love of the world and 
the love of Truth, even as a house divided against itself, which, 
it is written, cannot stand. And how great has been the fall 
of many through this snare, professing themselves the servants 
of God, while they were engaged in serving their own heart's 
lusts, seeking the riches, honors, or pleasures of the world, to 
the reproach of the Christian name; for what but a love of the 
world, and the things of the world, can lead any to seek the 
elegancies of it, in houses and furniture, apparel and equipage, 
and the luxury and ease which unfit for the service of Truth, 
which must be performed through great wrestling and travail of 
spirit, to the denial of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life, lest all our labors therein prove in vain, 
for want of a consistency of principle and practice, with profes- 
sion and preaching, without which we may be counted hypocri- 
tical mockers, professing a love for the Truth, yet fostering a 
love for ourselves, seeking the admiration and praise of men, 
more than the honor of God, by the advancement of the cause 
of righteousness and holiness, without which no man shall see 
him. As it is written, " He that loveth the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him ;" for the world is at enmity with 
God, and knoweth him not ? 

Let it be remembered for our admonition and warning, that 
it was wlie^i the favored and mighty cities of old had filled up 
their measure of wickedness, through the substitution of the 
glory, grandeur, and wisdom of the world, for the love and ser- 
vice of God, that they were destroyed ; for what but a wide de- 
parture in this direction, of latter time, has brought down the 
judgments of an ofiended God upon us ? Have we not partaken 
greedily of the cup of iniquity ; of the sins of the favored and 
mighty city whose abominations brought desolation and destruc- 
tion upon her, of whom it was testified, " She obeyed not the 
voice ; she received not correction ; she trusted not in the Lord ; 
she drew not near to her God," but dwelt carelessly, saying in 
her heart, '^ I am, and there is none beside mo 7" And of her 
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prophets, it is testified that they wore " light and treacherous 
persons," foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have 
seen nothing, saying, ^^ The Lord saith, and the Lord hath not 
sent them," prophesying falsely in his name ; and thather priests 
had polluted the sanctuary. 

Thus saith the prophet, " Therefore hast thou forsaken thy 
people, the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from 
the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines. Their land 
also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their 
treasures ; their land is also full of idols ; they worship the 
work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have 
made." And does not this continue to be the cause of the deso- 
lation amongst us, that we are seeking and loving the things of 
the world more than those of God, who giveth liberally, and 
upbraideth not, to all those who seek and ask of him, even to 
the salvation of their souls from the sting of death, which is 
sin ; which is a departure from him, into lying vanities, whereby 
we forsake our own mercies, piercing ourselves through with 
many sorrows and afflictions, and perilling our hope of eternal 
life. 

Does not the query sometimes arise in the hearts of the 
faithful, who are seeking, through much weakness and trembling, 
to serve the living God : How long, Lord, wilt thou permit 
thy name to be blasphemed, under the cloak of a high profes- 
sion, and the sanction of those who claim to be standing for 
thy name and cause, that these may be exalted and promoted 
in the earth ? Is it not time for us to be aroused from our 
slumbers, during which the enemy has been sowing his tares, 
that the cruel work of devastation may be arrested, while yet, 
in mercy, help is still extended, being laid upon One that is 
mighty to save and able to deliver, even to the uttermost, and 
will exercise his almighty power for the help of those whose 
trust is in him, through the love which is begotten by the 
Father, to the casting out of all fleshly confidence and fear? 

While we are engaged to desire that mercy may overshadow 
the judgment-seat, as it respects the brethren who may have 
departed from the Truth, in faith or practice, let us not forget 
our duty to God, and one to another, in the work of exhorta- 

6 
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tion, seeking to persuade one another, by his mercies, to for- 
sake all those lying vanities which are standing between ns and 
the more full and extended experience thereof, and to cast om 
all those things from our midst, by which the Truth is reproached, 
either as the fruit of unrighteousness, or self-righteonsness, 
which are one in root, from whence springs all the sin and 
iniquity, by which our hearts are separated from the love of 
Christ, and therefore from the love one of another ; for apart 
from him, there is no true love for the brethren, whatever maj 
be the outward profession or demonstration. 

Seeing it is by the love of Christ that we are called to follow 
him in the way which he hath consecrated for us, by his own 
precious blood, let us not flinch from sufiering, because of those 
things which are opposing his dominion and reign ; but rather 
seek to endure all things, and hope all things, until he may see 
meet, in his infinite wisdom and mercy, to take away our re- 
proach, through the efiectual working of his cleansing and puri- 
fying power, even the spirit of judgment and burning, by which 
all our dross is to be separated from that which can endure the 
fire, and stand approved before the Refiner, reflecting his 
heavenly image. Many and various are the trials through which 
we are called to pass, in order for our refinement, for " the trial of 
our faith, which is more precious than gold that perisheth ;" and 
happy will it be for us, if patience is allowed to have its perfect 
work, in enabling us to endure unto the end, those evils which 
are permitted for the proving of our faith in him, who is able 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, even to the uttermost ; 
as it is written, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all." 

Wherefore, beloved brethren, let us not turn aside from the 
help and direction of his Holy Spirit, to our own wisdom and 
strength, lest we fail of his grace in the time of our greatest 
need, when the powers of darkness are arrayed against us, 
seeking to overthrow our faith, in the all-powerful seed and 
word of God, through the reigning of which alone we can ex- 
perience a victory over the world, and the triumph of the king- 
dom of God and the power of his Christ unto salvation, to the 
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casting down, in us, of the accuser of the brethren, and the ex- 
altation of the love of Christ, as the evidence of our having 
passed from death unto life, from darkness unto light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, according to the merciful end 
of the Gospel, which is preached in us, calling to repentance, 
and the performance of our first works, remembering from 
whence we are fallen, and the promise to him that overcometh, 
that he shall eat of the tree of life which standeth in the midst 
of the paradise of God, the leaves of which are for the healing 
of the nations. "And behold," saith the Spirit, "I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man accord- 
ing as his work shall be." 

When we are brought more generally to perceive that the 
work of vital religion is an individual and inward one, to be 
wrought out in us, through the effectual workings of the Spirit 
of grace, operating in our hearts, to the purification of them 
from the defilements of sin, and are led, through a conviction 
of the sinfulness of sin, and the necessity of repentance and 
forgiveness, to co-operate with the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit, then may we hope for a return of the overshadow- 
ing presence of him whose covering is love, to unite our hearts 
together in Gospel fellowship, inspiring them with the spirit of 
supplication, and leading us to wrestle for the blessing of pre- 
servation and peace, for the welfare of Zion and the enlarge- 
ment of her borders, until righteousness shall cover the earth 
as the waters do the sea ; until all are redeemed from the life- 
less formality of a pharisaical righteousness, into the living 
power of the righteousness of God, into the life which is hid 
with Christ in God ; that, when Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, we may also appear with him in glory, not having on our 
own righteousness, but the pure wedding garment of Gospel 
love, in which we have walked before him among men, as lights 
of the world, pursuing the path in which We would that others 
should walk, not pointing in one direction and walking in 
another, as hypocritical mockers who steal the words of Truth 
and forsake its righteous law, but as men fearing God and 
hating iniquity, patiently enduring the evils that are in the 
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world, because of unrighteooBaess, and for the trial of oir Ml 
in him who is able to cause even the wrath of man to |id 
him, and to turn the hearts of the people as a man tnmethd 
water-course in his field, redeeming Zion with judgment ■ 

her conyerts with righteousness. 
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